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MILITARY AFFAIRS AND PUBLIC SBCURITY 


ILLEGAL EMIGRANTS CAUGHT, IMPRISONED 
Hanoi NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 1 Oct 80 p 4 


[WA News Release; “Phu Khanh Province Punishes Persons Who Stole A Ship in 
Order To Flee the Country by Sea” 7 


{Text_] The Phu Khanh Provincial Public Court recently tried Dang Chon and his 
accomplices for the crime of using weapons to steal a ship in an attempt to flee 
the country by sea. 


In January 1980, Nguyen Van Hanh left Dong Nai Province carrying ¥ ounces of gold 
and 10,000 dong and travelled to Phu Khanh Province where he asked Chon to n 
ship, fuel, grain and food in order to organise an attempt to flee from the country. 
Chon gave the 10,000 dong to a person named Hong, asking him to purchase a ship. 
Chon also conspired with Le Minh, Dang Dinh, Nguyen Van 

20 drums of fuel, 2 pistole, 300 kilograms of grain and food ani many other itens 
in preparation for the trip. 


On 12 March 1980, Nguyen Van Hanh and 21 other persons travelled by trai the 
Ninh Hoa Railroad Station in Phu Khanh Pmvince. Nguyen Bo led them to the beach 
and Nguyen At took them to the rendevous point in « emi) 300 

on the boat, Chon and his accomplices decided to use weapons ani steal the F 10 
fishing boat belonging to Nguyen Thanh (froa Van was f 
nearby; then, they took the boat to the place where they had hidden their 
grain and food products and attempted to leave the 

1980, they were pursued and apprehended by public security f and 

Van Ninh District. The Phu Khanh Provincial People's Court sentenced Dang Chon 
to 20 years in prison, Le Minh to 17 years in prison and the others to 3 to 12 
years in prison. 
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MILITARY AFFAIRS AND PUBLIC SECURITY 


HOANG MINH THAO ON [HE SIGNIFICANCE OF NGUYEN TRAIL 
Hanoi NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 1 Oct 80 p 3 


[article by Lieutenant General Hoang Minh Thao: “Nguyen Trai, the Great Military 
Strategist" 7 


[text_] The victory of the war against the Minh aggressor army was a common fect 
of arms of our nation, one highlighted by the tremendous contributions made by 
countless commanders in heroic Lam Son. Nguyen Trai was one of the most outstanding 
leaders of the Lam Son Partison Amy headed by Le Loi. His work and service for 
the people, the country were primarily the work and service of fighting the eneny 
to save the country, work and service in the military field. This military career 
was manifested in the following four areas: 


1. The Just Wars 


In the Lam Son uprising, which later became a war of liberation, Le Loi and Nguyen 
Trai raised the banner of a great cause, the banner of a just war. The viewpoint 
concerning the just war was one of the basic viewpoints in the ailitary thinking 

of Nguyen Trai. 


In “Binh Ngo dai cao,” Nguyen Trai set forth the line of the Lam Son uprising: 
"Charity and justice essentially lie in a quiet life for the people; the arny of 
national salvation must first concern itself with eradicating tyranny.” This was 
the political theme of the uprising that the Lam Son High Command used as the basis 
of ite military line. The purpose of this war was to drive off the cruel foreign 
aggressors, win independence and peace for the country and save the nation from 
enslavement and assimilation. Le Loi and Nguyen Trai led our people into the fight 
with deep hatred of the enemy and a strong will te fight and win but a constant 
concern for justice and charity: "We must try more to be merciful than to drive off 
the enemy"; “let us place more emphasis upon our just cause than upon crushing them"; 
“with the long-term interests of the country in mind, let us release the tens of 
thousands of enemy officers and soldiers who have been taken prisoner”; and, with the 
noble goal of mercy in mind; “Let us rectify the differences between the two 
countries and forever extinguish the flames of war" and "all we need is territorial 
integrity sc that our security can be guaranteed.” 











With his nation being @ small nation that had a glorious tradition of winning 
victory over many large aggressive powers and viewing both “opportunities” and 
“position” in a dialectical manner, Nguyen Trai saw strength in the just war of 

the nation, saw the coordination of political, diplomatic, military, economic 

and epiritual factors, among which the just cause was the foundation for creating 
the strength of inevitable victory. Nguyen Trai also realised that the strength of 
thie just cause was the result of the oneness of mind between the partisan arny 
and the people concerning the objectives of the war. He clearly saw the inevitable 
victory of this just war and had firm confidence in the truth: “In the end, the 
great cause will triumph over cruelty, mercy will replace brutality.” 


2. A War Waged by All the People 


When the uprising began, the forces of the Lam Son Partisan Army were extremely 
small, “only a few thousand soldiers and virtually no weapons at all.” In order to 
wage a war under such extreme)y difficult conditions, the Lam Son High Command 
relied upon the people, united with the people and organized all the people to 
participate in the fight against the enemy to save the nation: “Raise a stick 

as a banner and the masses will rally around it from all four directions.” The 
viewpoint concerning the people's war was the second basic viewpoint in the 
military thinking of Nguyen Trai. 


In "Ban Binh Ngo sach,"/ The Great Plan for the Defeat of the Minh_/, which Nguyen 
Trai wrote in tribute of Le Loi when he first arrived in Lam Son, he did not disccss 
in detail how to fight the enemy, but only talked about “attacking the heart of 

the people,” that is teaching and mobilizing the masses of the entire country to 
arise in struggle against aggression, to enthusiastically participate in the fight 
against the enemy to save the country. [he forces of the masses in this war 

against the Minh not only consisted of “heroes,” aristocrats am patriotic scholars, 
but consisted first and primarily of the “downtrodder!' stratum, the poor laboring 
peasants who lived in misery under the tryannical domination of the foreign 
aggressors “at places covered in the tears of hard labor, in quiet weaving villages.” 
During the years spent building the base of the uprising, Le Loi and Nguyen Trai 

not only “secretly supported resourceful men" and “spoke humbly in order to win 

the support of eminent persons,” but also "distributed paddy to save the poor from 
hunger.” During the years of the war of liberation, the Lam Son Partisan Army not 
only annihilated the government of occupation of the Minh, but also threw off the 
yoke of slave-style oppression that weighed heavily upon the "downtrodden." As a 
result, “wherever the army went, the masses assembled from all four directions and 
followed it." The unity between the army and people was unity between the objectives 
of the war and the aspirations and interests of the majority of the people. In the 
various localities within the country, the people voluntarily coniributed their weal th 
and grain to support the partisan army; at the same time, they eagerly joined the 
combat units of the partisan army. Such was the case with the attack on Nghe An: 
"Without being asked, the people brought buffalo and wine to give to the army.” When 
Thanh Hoa was attacked: “The people competed with one another to reach the army's 
door, promising to do everything possible to repay the army.” When the attack was 
launched to liberate Dong Do: “The people of the capital and ite precincts and 
districts and tribal chiefs from the border assembled aroumi the army, pledging to 


fight to the death to defeat the enemy everywhere.” [he participation of the people 











in thie war of national salvation was raised to an even higher level when the 
people in the various localities organized combat operations on their own, wiped 
out scores of enemy posts, besieged enemy cities, seized control everywhere and 
created a situation in which uprisings by the masses were coordinated with attacks 
by the partisan army, created a widespread, strong people's war, a war unprecedented 
in history at that time. Because he had an understanding of the nature and laws of 
war and had firm confidence in ultimate victory, Nguyen Trai had a progressive world 
view concerning war, 


3. Building the Partisan Arny 


At the start of the “Report to the People on the Defeat of the Minh,” Nguyen rai 
wrote: 


"Charity and justice essentially lie in a quiet life for the people, 
The national salvation army must first eradicate tyranny.” 


This was his understanding of the political task and combat objectives of the Lan 
Sen Partisan Army. According to hia, in order to develop powerful armed forces 

with which to defeat the Minh aggressors, the partisan army had to be built into 

an “army of charity and justice,” an army closely linked to the people and had to 
fight for the interests of the people; this army ‘ad to be solidly united from top 
to bottom, have the same combat objectives and be cemented together like fathers and 
sons; “they drink wine together, they are fathers and sons.” 


Nguyen Trai always concerned himself with teaching soldiers to “forge virtues by 
means of acts of charity and justice” to serve as the foundation for establishing 
beautiful relationships between the army and the people. As a result, “markets 
continued to be held wherever the army went" and “people brought buffalo, horses, 
and wine to give to the army wherever it went.” 


At the same time, this also caused the establishment of a high level of discipline 
within the partisan army in combat: "Soldiers went 3 days without food without 
touching anything belonging to the people"; when enemy troops were captured, an 
order was issued "prohibiting all soldiers from indiscriminately harming then." 
This was our noble humanitarian policy toward the enemy army. 


The Lam Son Parftisan Army built itself from nothing into something, from small into 
large, from weak into strong. However, as a result of adopting a correct line with 
regard to building the partisan army, as a result of relyin. upon the people in its 
combat and development, during the middle and final years of the war, the partisan 
army rapidly became a powerful national army. 


When speaking about the growth of the partisan army, Nguyen Trai wrote; “At first, 
the army had less than a few hundred persons, now, the soldiers in Thanh Hoa number 
more than 20,000, the brave troops at Dien Chau, Tan Binh and Thuan Hoa also number 
several tens of thousands and the partisan troops in Giao Chau number no less than 
100,000," 


‘The Lam Son Partisan army fought for a great cause, for the country, for the 
people, consequently, iney could overcome every hardship, possessed a very high 














fighting spirit and stood ready to give their lives, preferring to "die in glory 
rather than live in shame." As a result, it fulfilled its historic mission as the 
armed force that played the key role in the war waged by all the people to defeat 
she Minh pirates. 


%, Military Art 


Nguyen Trai devoted much o his energy to determining each of the reasons for the 
rise and fall of the great iynasties and analyzed the current war situation in terms 
of “time” and “circumstances” in order to develop a plan for fighting the eneny 

and saving the nation. He harshly criticized the use of troops in a negative style 
of defense mounted by locking chains across the mouths of rivers and emplacing row 
upon row of long stakes in the river like the passive defense mounted by the 

tather and son of Ho Quy Ly. He considered this to be one of the reasons that led 
to the bitter military defeat of the Ho Dynasty. 


Nguyen irai’s viewpoint concerning the use of troops was evident in the art 
employed to guide this war: on the basis of “raising @ stick as a banner and the 
masses rallying around it from all four directions,” he organized an uprising and 
& war waged by all the people. The basic mode of warfare was offensive, was 
continuously attacking the enemy, attacks by main force troops coordinated with 
uprisings by the masses; besieging the enemy within the cities in coordination with 
attacking and destroying their reinforcements; and coordinating military attacks 
with psychological attacks on the enemy. 


Nguyen Trai demanded that the officers and men of Lam Son always “know the enemy, 
know ourselves" in combat, have a firm grasp of conditions and circumstances and 

so forth. He stressed: "A general who knows when an opportunity arises and knows 
how to use his strength selectively is an intelligent general" and "the valuable 
asset of a hero is that he knows the situation, knows when changes have occurred"; 
"the skilled commander is one who knows when to attack the enemy and is assured 

of victory before taking action,” [he commander must know how to create an effective 
battle position, must attack the enemy on the basis of a strategy and attack the enemy 
by surprise, “tringing the hai Son Mountain down upon them as though they were an 
egg,” “setting them afire as though they were chicken feathers” and putting the 
enemy into the same position as “meat on a chopping block,” as “fish in a kettle" 

in order to annihilate them; this is the only way we can use few forces to triumph 
over many, “use one-half to achieve twice as much success,” 





fo meet the objective of smashing the large military forces of the enemy, defeating 
their insidious schemes in the war and deprive them of the advantages of using 
large numbers of troops in a method of fighting based on heavily manned battle 
positions, Nguyen I'rai and the Lam Son High Command guided the army in employing 
its strengths in its method of fighting by "establishing ambushes, using cavalry 
troops, avoiding the enemy's strengths, attacking their weaknesses, using few troops 
to defeat many enemy troops and using weakness to attack strength." Vhrough this 
art and mode of warfare, the Lam Son Partisan Army continuously fought large-scale, 
annihilating battles that terrified the enemy. 


These were the “lightning and thunder battle of Bo Dang,” the "battle of Tra Lan 
where the enemy was reduced to ashes," the battle of “Ninh Kieu where blood flowed 








like a dark and deep river,” the battles of "Lang Son and Lang Giang where the 
enemy's advance was cut off," the battles of "Kuong Giang and Binh [han where blood 
turncd the water red..." [hese were clearly victories of our superior military art 
in the face of the reactionary, backward military tactics of the Minh aggressors. 
Nguye:, Trai made an extremely large contribution to this victory because he was the 


person who helped to bring about the brilliant stage of development of Dai Viet 
military art. 


Nguyen Trai reached the pinnacle of military knowledge in his age and even went 
beyond his age to the age of science through his viewpoints concerning war and his 
art of guiding warfare and many other matters in the military field. We see in him 
a progressive world view and methodology. His theories and viewpoints were the 
compass of every strategic and tactical activity of the Lam Son Partisan Army. These 
theories and viewpoints have also been of tremendous theoretical and practical value 
in the development of our country's military science and art, having presented a 
model of a national liberation war, namely, that a small country can triumph over 

a large imperialist country. At the same time, they have enriched the storehouse 

of military knowledge of progressive mankind. His very valuable contribution was 


that he summarized the war and left a heritage of very valuable military theory 
to subsequent generations. 


We are very proud of Nguyen lrai, the great national hero. 
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MILITARY AFFAIRS AND PUBLIC SECURITY 


VO NGUYEN GIAP DISCUSSES NGUYEN TRAI 


Hanoi NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 7 and 8 Oct 80 


[Address by Vice Premier Vo Nguyen Giap: “The Spirit and Cause of Nguyen Trai 
Shall Live Forever in Our Fatherland” 7 


£7 Oct 8, pp i, 37 

{Text_7 Dear Chairman Truong Chinh, 
Dear Premier Pham Van Dong, 

Dear Presidiun, 


Dear Comrades and Friends, 


Today, the Central Committee of the Vietnam Communist Party, the government of the 
Socialist Republic of Vietnam and the Central Committee of the Vietnam Fatherland 
Front have organized this formal meeting in Hanoi to commemorate the 600th 
anniversary of the birth of Nguyen Trai, the great national hero and distinguished 
man of culture of our Vietnamese nation in the i5th Century. 


On behalf of the Central Committee of the Vietnam Communist Party, the government 
of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam, the Central Committee of the Vietnaa 
Fatherland Front and the State Ceremonies Organising Committee, I extend a warm 
welcome to the international guests, to our comrades and friends from countries 
near and far who have joined us to Commemorate this solemn occasion. 


I sincerely thank the UNBSCO organisation of the United Nations and the scientific 
organizations and mass organigations in the fraternal socialist countries and the 
other countries in Asia, Africa and Latin America for holding cerep aies of their 
own or actively preparing to commemorate the anniversary of the bi: th of Nguyen 
Trai. 


For more than 1 year, under the guidance of the Ceremonies Orgar * Committee, 
the scientific institutes, colleges, agencies, mass organization and .vcalities 


have had their cadres conduct research, gather material and conduct many scientific 
conferences in order to gain a better understanding of *he life, work and contributions 

















of Nguyen [ral and widely propagandise them among the people; at present, these 
cadres are urgently preparing to hold official ceremonies in nis honor. 


I wholeheartedly commend the various scientists, scholars, agencies, mass 
organizations and localities whose fully enthusiastic participation am valuable 
contributions have insured that the commemoration of the anniversary of the birth 
of this national her meets the objectives and has the significance required by the 
Party Secretaria: and the Council of Ministers. 


Dear Comrades and Friends, 


From the pinnacle of the great victories won by our people under the leadership of 
the party, we can, on the basis of scientific theory, gain a fuller and deeper 
appreciation of the novole tradition of our nation, of the will and talents of the 
Vietnamese. 





When we review the undertaking of saving the nation, we often think about the life 
of purity and loyalty lived by Nguyen Trai. We recall the hard and impressive fig. 
of the Lam Son uprising under Le Loi's banner of the great cause. 


We are deeply proud of Le Loi, of Nguyen Trai, deeply proud of our nation, of our 
people in their long history of building and defending their country. Heroes have 
emerged in every era, from the Tring Sisters and Ba Trieu, from Ngo Quyen, Dinh Tien 
Hoang and Le Dai Hanh, from Ly Thuong Kiet and Tran Hung Dao, from Le loi, Nguyen 
{rai and Nguyen Quang Trung to the revered President Ho Chi Minh, the greatest hero 
of our nation, who led our nation and our people in maintaining their independence 
and freedom, maintaining perpetual sovereignty over the fatherland bequeathed then 
by the Hung Kings and constantly advancing our country's civilization to the new 
pinnacles of today. 


Nguyen Trai, the great national hero, the brilliant stretegist, the great thinker, 
the eminent man of letters ani a model of his times, left us an extremely precious 
heritage and made a tremendous contribution to giving our nation, our people the 
strength, determination and confidence to move enthusiastically forward to complete 
the tasks of building the country and protecting the fatherland. 


l. The Great National Hero 


Nguyen Trai was born ‘n 1380. He grew up during a period of history filled with 
changes and tribulations. The Tran Dynasty was declining. A wave of uprisings by 
peasants and serfs against the fief system and the cruel exploitation by the 
powerful aristocracy caused the feudal system of the Howe of Tran to be shaken at 
its very foundations. Shortly after the House of Ho replaced the House of Tran, it 
had to contend with aggression ly the northern feudalists. 


Our country faced the threat of being lost. Our nation was experiencing sterner 
challenges than it had every experienced before. 


In November 1406, the House of Minh attacked our country with 800,000 troops. 








In the @arly 15th Century, the House of Minh had become a powerful imperialist in 
the Mar Bast and harbored the ambition of expanding throughout Southeast Asia and 
South Asia. To achieve this objective, the House of Minh pit Trinh Hoa in command 
of @ large fleet, a fleet which took to sea seven times, travelling to the various 
countries within this region, through the Jouth Sea Islands and past india to 
Persia and the Arab countries, into the Red Sea and all the way to the shores o! 
eastern Africa. By means of every possible form of bribery, threate and arned 
force, Trinh Hoa compelled many countries in this region to “submit” and “pay 
homage” to the “Celestial Court,” 


Because of the important strategic position it occupied, a position which blocked 
their path of expansion to the south, the country of Dai Viet became the primary 
target of aggression in the plan of expansion of the Dai Minh monarchy. 


Ho Quy Ly saw the threat of a large-scale invasion from the north at an early date. 
Together with making a number of major reforms, the House of Ho urgently streng nened 
the army, built fortifications and forged weapons in preparation for a war to defend 
the country against the Minh pirates. However, as 4 result of making the politica, 
mistake of losing the support of the people and the allitary mistake of placing 
heavy emphasis upon defense, the war of resistance quickly met with defeat. 


when he occupied our country, Minh Thanh To quickly boasted: “In olden times, in 
the days of the House of Tong and the House of Nguyen, the country of An Nas 
revelled and sent troops to attack us, but never with success. [his attack was 
much larger than those that preceded it. Our great reputation and tremendous 
contributions will be known by generations to come.” 


Displaying the barbarous and crue] nature of the Chinese feudalists, the Minh 
pirates committed countless towering crimes against our people. They ruthlessly 
murdered the people, robbed them of their wealth and took away our greatest talents 
with the results that “everyone was impoverished,” “bustling villages became enpty 
and quiet” and “not one blade of grass, not one insect could survive.” They forced 
us to abandon our national customs, to adopt the lifestyle of the Han. They 
employed the so called "divide and rule” policy to divide our people and smash the 
solidarity of our nation. Tney made every effort to undermine the long standing 
culture of Dai Viet. Every written page, every written word was “incinerated.” 
and our stone tablets were “smashed to pieces, not one word remaining intact.” 
The‘r national policy was to assinilate our nation, destroy our country's 
Civaligation, abolish the name Dai Viet forever and turn Dai Viet into a province 
of the Dai Minh empire. 


in the face of these malicious schemes ani cruel actions, our people, determined not 
to be conquered, not to suffer the loss of their country, arose in a life or death 
struggle with the enemy. Many uprisings troke out in succession but all met with 
defeat. Our nation fought with unparalleled tenacity and bravery but the prospects 
for victory were still bleak. 


thus, our nation faced the extremely difficult problem of finding a correct patn 
by which to save the country and save the people in order to advance the cause of 
national liberation to total victory. 

















Tale pleteric mission, this great task inspired our entire nation, inepired every 
patriot to think and act. Possessing ardent patriotiaom and upholding the tradition 
of usyleiding etruggle, countless heroes of tne time devoted their energies to 
discovering the path for saving the country and saving the people. Le Lol and 
Nguyen Trai, outetanding sons of the nation, quickly found 4 correct ami creative 
path for advancing the cause of liberating the country and liberating tne nation 

© total victory. 


Neuyen Trai came from the family of a poor Confucian scholar. His sotner having 

died when he was still young, he lived with his maternal grandfather, Tran Nguyen Jan, 
the tourtn generation grandson of Tran Quang Khai, and his father, Nguyen Phi Konan. 
AL 20 years of age, having passed his civil service examination, Nguyen Trai 

joined his father by working as an official under the Ho Court. Shortly therea.ter, 
the war of pesistance being waged by the Ho Court met with defeat. Aguyen Phi Khanh 
and Ho quy Ly were captured and taken to China. Aguyen Trai never forgot the words 
of advice spoken by his father as they bid each other farewell: “To truly show 

your @®atitude to your parents, you gust find a way to end the country's shame anc 
revenge your father," 


‘ne countcy nad been lost and families had been scattered. Nguyen [rai experiences 
countless, repeated changes in a short period of time. Feeling a deep debt to tiv 
country and a deep need to revenge his family, Nguyen Trai managed to escape the 
exrip of the enemy. And, during the 10 years he spent wandering throughout the 
country, Nguyen Trai saw the misery and shame of persons who had lost their country 
everywhere he went and witnessed countless “despicable and incvolerable” crimes of 
the Minh aggressor army. Nguyen Trai increasingly saw the danger that the 
entire nation, that the civilisation our 
10 years of sorrow and shame” and the 
the pros and cons gust be weighed even 


ln the reality of history, the Tran Dynasty declined because it “only allowed 

iteelf to become strong and prosperous while keeping 

poverty"; “the people wore rages and ate gruel” 

of gold and pearls...as high as the sountains”; “the whole population felt 

animosity toward them but they did not know it, the people complained but they 

did not listen.” Therefore, the uprisings ran 

the Minh pirates “did not bring victory to 
or 


The House of Ho worked hard to prepare f of resistance. Yet, in the 
space of only one-half year, their effort had met with failure and the country sad 
fallen into the hands of the Minh pirates. All of this happened merely because 
the Ho Court was “eabroiled in politics,” “so much so that it became the target of 
the people's animosity.” 


Nguyen Trai increasingly came to see the strength of the people in the continuous 
uprisings that were taking place during that time, “rom Lang Giang to Thai 

Nguyen, from Do Son to Truong Yen, frea Thanh Hoa to Nghe An and Thuan Hoa. In 

the mountains, there was the widespread “Red Shirt Movement” of the e*hnic ainorities. 
in the lowland districts, even in the areas lying outside Dong Quan City, there were 
scores of uprisings, tre majority of «hich were carried out by local ruffians, ,easants 
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and serfs, Patriots and heroes arose to fight the “brutal Minh pirates,” fight 
the “pernicious puppet party” in order to restore independence and sovereignty to 
the country and win back the people's right to live. 


From the realities of histery, Nguyen Trai gained important experiences in the nature 
of laws, The destiny of the country, be it one of prosperity or decline, of loss 
or survival, depended upon the strength of the people. The people are like "a body 
of water” through which one can “pilot a ship” or in which one's “ship can be 
overturned"; and the fact that “ships have been overturned, proves that the people 
are like water.” When talking about the “people,” he was primarily talking about 
the “tattered aasses,” about the masse of impoverished serfs and peasants. With 
love of the people and confidence in them, Nguyen Trai had a deep awareness of the 
decisive role played by the people in the changes in history. He stated: only by 
by 


winning the hearte of the people, only uniting the people oan we record great 
feate of arms and perform deeds of great iaportance. 


Also on the basis of the realities of history, Nguyen Trai deeply understood that 
in order to save the country and save the people, it is “first of all necessary 
to eradicate tyranny,” to 


use the just cause to drive off the Minh 
agereseor army and sweep their traitorous lackey: 


“great cause.” This was a decisive turning point 


Ng@iyen Trai inherited the fine tradition af our 
our country's society at that time, he found the path 
national liberation to victory. It was the path of “ 
triumph over cruelty,” “replacing tyranny with love of mankind.” These were the 
main themes set forth by Nguyen T in the book "Dai binh 

Pian for the Defeat of the Minh / following many years of deep study. 


At that time, in the mountainous jungles of Laz Son, Le Lol was 

leader who “became even more cteadfast in the face of major troubles.” In planning 
his major undertaking, Le Lol “secretly supported men of wisdom, gave paddy to 
help the poor and always spoke sodestiy in order to gain the 

persons”; he “selected generals,” “trained troope” and “they took an oath” to win 
back the country and enable the villages to live in peace. In early 1416, the 
tanner of the uprising of Binh Dinh Vuong fluttered in the sky over Thanh Hoa. 


Following several years of consideration and deliberation, Nguyen Trai went to Las 
Son and presented his plan to drive the Minh from the country to Le Loi. Nguyen 
Trai saw in Le Loi 4 worthy commander, one who had the virtues and abilities to 
brandish the banner of saving the nation, saving the people in order to implement 
thie plan and lead the cause of national liberation to victory. 


Under the “charity and justice” banner of the Lam Son uprising, more and sore forces 
from each stratum of society were rallied, thereby linking the various uprisings into 
& major, country-wide uprising to liberate the nation. The leaders of the partisan 
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army syabolieed the unity of the nation, There were leaders, such as Le iol from 
Lam Son; intellectuals such as Nguyen [rai and Pham Van Xao; patriotic noblemen 

such a Iran Nguyen Han; writers such as Le Van Linh; poor peasants such as Nguyen 
Chich and Le Khuyen; serfs euch as Trinh Kha; chiefs of the mountain ethnic minorities 
auch ae the tutor Le Lai and the village officials Le Hiem, Le Huu and so forth. 
(hese leaders came from al) parte of the country to Las Son, sone from Nahe An, 

some from Kinh Lo, some from Tam Giang, some from Thal Nguyen and some from even 
more remote places. 


Nguyen Trai helped Le Lol “prepare « plan and etrategy for the frontline,” was 
placed in an important position and “was listened to and obeyed by everyone.” 
Nguyen Trai made the major contribution along with Le Loi and the leaders of the 
Lam Son Partiean Army of setting forth and guiding the implementation of the major 
guidelines and important decisions that led the Laa Son uprining and the war of 
national liberation through countless hardships and difficulties and developed 


forces that became increasingly strong with each fight and won increasingly large 
victories. 


Nguyen Trai was alwaye in the forefront of the fight. He helped guide the 
historic defense of Lam Son during perilous moments of the fight and helped to 
eetabdlieh a “foothold” in Nghe An to serve as & springboard for intensifying the war 
to maintain the country. He helped guide the partisan army in destroying battle 
positions, killing officiale and surrounding cities. He undertook the task of 
negotiating with the Minh in order to “give the appearance of conciliation while 
actually forging weapons"; later, he frequently bravely entered the “tiger's den" 

to carry out the “psychological offensive” plan which routed many of the eneny's 
unite and forced many cities to open their gates and surrender. 


After 10 years of extremely hard and brave fighting (1416-1427), the Lam Son Partisan 
Army won & great victory and restored the independence and sovereignty of Dai Viet, 
thereby amashing the will of aggression of the northern feudalists with the result 
that: 


“The villages were strong and stable 
The mountains and rivers appeared fresh and new, an era of peace was opened, 
The shame of 1,000 years was erased.” 





The great victory of the defeat of the Minh was a victory of a patriotic war waged 
by all the people, a war highlighted by the role and contributians of Le Loi and 
Nguyen Trai. 


This glorious victory was not only of tremendous historic significance to our nation, 


but it also made an important contribution to thwarting the scheme of the northern 
feudalists to expand into Southeast Asia and South Asia. 


In our people's history of building and defending the country, Le Loi and Nguyen 
Trai will forever be worthy of being great heroes of national salvation. 


Il. The Brilliant Strategist 


Nguyen [rai proposed the plan for defeating the Minh to help Le Loi lead the war 
of resistance for national salvation against the Minh aggressors. When our nation 








won total victory, Nguyen [rail summarised the great pa tic war in “Binh Ngo 
dai cao"/ Report to the People on the Defeat of the Minh_/, which was the 
declaration of independence of our country at that time. 


The original “Report to the People on the Defeat of the Minh" no longer exists. 
However, ‘rom this famous report, from his literary works and from the vivid, 
heroic and rich realities of the resistance against the Minh, we oan see that the 
plan for defeating the Minh was the strategic line of the Lam Son uprising, which 
developed into a widespread and victorious war of liberation. 


It was the line of brandishing the banners of the “great cause" and “love of 
mankind.” Our nation arose with determination, “using the great cause to triumph 


over 
army 
land, This line pointed out that the enemies of our nation were “the brutal Minh 
pire 


tes" and the “pernicious puppet party"; pointed out that the forces of the war 
of resistance were all the people, the nucleus of whom were poor peasants, and 
heroes from all parte of the country; and set forth the methods by which the weak 


Seeume of 0b Gubthane Gian euuld ⏑⏑⏑ ——— 
total victory over the country-robbers and trait. cs. The plan for defeating the 
Minh said little about attacking the cities but discussed at length the"psychological 
offensive" plan, which coordinated attacks on the enemy with the proselyting 
of enemy troops so that the enemy would surrender without fighting. The plan for 
defeating the Minh was accepted by Le Loi and became the clearsighted piatfors 


From the time that the banner of the uprising was raised until the day total victory 
was won, the Lam Son uprising developed into a widespread war of liberation and 
lasted for 10 full years. When it first broke out under the banner of Binh Dinh 
Vuong, the partisan army had only a few thousand officers, inadequate food, 
inadequate clothing and very few weapons. 


“But talents were like leaves in the autumn, 
And heroes appeared like the dawn.” 


During the first 7 years, when the enemy was fighting hard, the partisan army fought 
tenaciously, defeated seven attacks by tne Minh army, endured mony perilous times 
and continued to hold their banner high. Those times were: 


“When Linh Son was under siege for several weeks, 
When the troops of Khoi Huyen were down to less than one brigade.” 


However, once a place had been established, once clear guidelines had been adopted, 


once the necessary forces had been prepared and as leadership gained more experience 
and it made increasingly correct and creative decisions, the situation changed in 
@ short period of time and at an extraordinarily rapid rate. 


In late 1424, the tide of tattle was in the favor of the Chinese. lenly, the 
partisan army attacked Nghe An ami lower Tra Long, killed the reinforcements of the 
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enemy 4t Kha Luu and Bo Al and @nciroled Nghe An City, Charging forth in the midst 

of victory, the partisan army launched a direct assault on Dien Chau and Thanh 

Hoa and quickly attacked [fhuan Hoa and Tan Binh. Our amy was supported by the 
masses wherever it went. “Rice and water were given to them. Crowis followed then,” 
Tena of thousands of young men joined the partisan army. Uprisinge and mutinies 
occurred continuously. 


In the space of only 10 months, a1] of the provinces from Thanh Hoa southward had 
been liberated and became a firm etrategic rear area for the war to save the nation. 


A new opportunity arose, “(he enemy unite throughout Nghe An and the cities of 
Dong Do were widely scattered and weak.” Le Loi and Nguyen Trai immediately sent 
four armies, each consisting of no more than 2,000 or 3,000 persons, to directly 
attack Dong Do, “occupy the land, govern the people and cut the enemy's resupply 
lines.” Wherever the partisan army advanced, the local masses, from the lowlands 
to the mountains, especially the impoverished peasants, arose like a storm, 
“competing with one another to give buffalo, goats, rice and wine to the troops and 
joined them in laying siege to the cities.” 


Our army “won victory with each battle and overran everything in its path.” In tt 
space of a little more than 1 month, practically the entire local government 
apparatus of the enemy in the 10 administrative unite in Dong Do had totally 
collapsed; the majority of the puppet army had been killed or routed. 


Vuong Thong mobilized 100,000 troope to launch a strategic counter-offensive. [he 
Lam Son Partisan Army, closely coordinating with ailitia forces, resourcefully 
smashed their counter-offensive, won the glorious victories of Ninh Kieu and [ot 
Dong and annihilated more than 60,000 enemy troops in 3 days. 


"At Ninh Kieu, blood ran like a deep and long river; 
At Tot Dong, dead bodies lay everywhere, rotting for a thousand years.” 


Charging forth in the midst of victory, our army laid siege to Dong Quan City and 
the fortifications that the enemy was defending. Coordinating the military struggle 
with the political struggle, the extremely effective “plan for the psychological 
offensive” was carried out in 7 of the 13 major cities of the enemy, forcing then 
to surrender. 


A new situation had developed. Facing the threat of total defeat, the Minh Court 
obstinately mobilized 150,000 troops under the command of Lieu [hang and Moc Thanh 
and launched an attack from two different directions in a vain attempt to lift the 
siege of Dong Quan and reverse the situation. 





Le Loi and Nguyen Trai concentmted their forces on annihilating the enemy's 
reinforcements. Having accomplished this, the city fell. In 27 days and nights of 
fighting, our army killed all of the enemy's reinforcements and recorded an 
earth-shattering feat of arms in the great victory of Chi Lang-Xuong Giang, which 
was a victory of great strategic importance, 


"In an instant, their strong army was routed, 
In another, the beasts and birds scattered,” 
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The war of liberation was nearing the day of total victory. 


Our army had the strength needed to attack and annihilate the enemy forces besieged 
in Dong Quan. However, Le Loi and Nguyen Trai decided to employ political measures, 
to shift to a diplomatic struggle to force the enemy's surrender. Nguyen Trai 
entered the city of Dong Quan five times to negotiate with Vuong Thong, “putting 


himself in the tiger's mouth, determined to hold peace talks so that the two 
countries could avoid further bloodshed," 


On 10 December 1427, at the Dong Quan Conference, Vuong Thong formally surrendered, 
promising to withdraw his troops from the country without waiting for an order from 
the "Celestial Court.” The 100,000 defeated troops of the House of Minh were given 
boats, horses and grain so that they could withdraw from our country. This way 

of bringing a war to an end was unprecedented in the history of the world. In the 
end, the Minh Emperor had to declare a “cease fire” and "recall" his aggressor 
army. 


Our nation's great war of liberation had won total victory. Thus: 


"Battle dress was quickly removed 
Our weapons were laid down to enjoy peace,” 


Our nation, our country again began to live in independence and peace. Diplomatic 
relations were re-established between Dai Viet and China. 


The war of liberation led by Le Loi and Nguyen Trai was a rather highly developed 
people's war for that period of time. 


The most basic factor in that war was that we had a “great cause” on our side, 

Our people were fighting to win back the independence of the nation, win back their 
fields from the hands of the country-robbers. The enemies were the brutal Minh 
country-robbers and the traitorous, cruel puppet party. A great cause always 
triumphs over brutality, a just cause always triumphs over an unjust cause. 


Our forces were the forces of all the people fighting the enemy, were the national 
army and the masses of militiamen. In the course of the war of resistance, the 
partisan army constantly grew in size. An active effort was made to build a regular- 
force army and build the local armed forces. In particular, in the more than 2 years 
spent in the offensive in the lowlands, the partisan army fought and increased the 
size of its forces from several thousand to more than 300,000. While increasing the 
size of its forces, the partisan army also fully concerned itself with improving 
their quality. It forged the virtues of charity and justice nd taught the spirit 


of determination to fight and the spirit of harmony from o>  ottom with the 
result that 100,000 persons were united as one and loved cv« ano’.er as fathers and 
sons and not “one piece of property of the people was touci.»' #§ It selected generals, 


trained soldiers and maintained strict adherence to orders. It stockpiled grain, 


took weapons from the enemy in order to fight the enemy, repaired its equipment and 
built “branches”; 
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"Ite warships were as tall as the clouds, 
Ite armor shone brilliantly, 

It had a pile of weapons, 

And ite gunpowder filled a warehouse," 


The line on building up the armed forces of the nationwide war of resistance was 
rather complete in content and encompassed a correct and creative relationship between 
quality and quantity. 


[8 Oct 80, pp 3 and 4 7 


Ll text_/ The military art of the war of liberation was the art of all the people 
fighting the enomy. 


Throughout the war of resistance, especially when the tide of battle began tilting 
in the favor of the Chinese, the partisan army always maintained the initiative, 
always attacked the enemy. 


Nguyen Trai emphasized; “Govern the people, de not allow the people to govern you " 
On the basis of understanding ourselves and the enemy, he formulated a strategy for 
taking the offensive against the enemy and winning increasingly large victories. 

The victories of the Lam Son Partisan Army were victories of the offensive strategy. 
Once the army of the uprising launched offensives in the directions that had been 
selected, our position and power grew by leaps and bounds. 


All the people fought the enemy in unique and creative ways. hen the national 
army launched ite offensive, the tattered masses and every patriot arose. [his was 
the coordination of attacks and uprisings to create a tremendous strength with 
which to rewin control of our beloved country. 


Under the historic conditions that existed when, Nguyen Trai proposed the art of 


"using weakness to fight strength, taking the enemy by surprise, using few troops 
to fight the enemy's many troops and making frequent use of ambushes, " 


This was the result of the comparison of forces; at first, our army was small while 
the Minh army was many times larger. To win victory, we had to employ creative 
methods of fighting and employ creative strategies. 


fhey selected correct guidelines in order to achieve objectives of decisive 
significance: creating opportunities and seising opportunities of decisive 
significance; using cavalry troops and lying in ambush in order to take advantage of 
the weaknesses of the enemy, always taking the enemy by surprise and always creating 
new opportunities; coordinating forces, timing and position and knowing how to 
attack the enemy by surprise in order to “make something from nothing, turn small 
into large.” As a result, in everything from strategy to tactics, our position 
became increasingly strong and our strength grew with each passing day; our army 
always attacked the enemy with overwhelming force, from a position of overwhelming 
strength and, like a “rock falling on a bird egg," made it impossible for the enemy 
to react, to resist and ultimately annihilated then. 
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Nguyen [rai said: “Opportunities! Opportunities! Do not allow them to be missed!" 
He also stressed: "We must act rapidly, must open and close the door in an 
instant.” This was the art of leadership and command that reflected determination, 
initiative, mobility and flexibility. 


Nguyen Trai always stressed a very important requirement, that is, combat efficiency: 
"By avoiding their strength and attacking their weakness...we can use half the 
strength needed and achieve a victory twice as large." 


Nguyen Trai raised the matter of proselyting enemy soldiers as a matter of 
strategic importance and considered the “psychological offensive” to be a major 
plan. (he “psychological offensive," which was based on charity and justice and 
our comprehensive strength, forced the surrender of dozem of large and small 
cities of the enemy, including Dong Quan, the stronghold of tens of thousands of 
officers and soldiers of the House of Minh. The "psychological offensive” was 
so strong that it forced hundreds of thousands of enemy troops to "surrender 
without us ever attacking then," 


Having deeply studied the realities of the Lam Son uprising and of the entire 
national war of liberation, we see that one basic factor in the art of leading the 
war of Le Loi and Nguyen Trai was the skillful coordination of attacking the 

enemy politically, militarily and diplomatically; attacking the enemy with the 
forces of all the people and with the national army; and coordinating attacks by the 
partisan army with uprisings by the masses and the psychological offensive plan. 


This vordination was evident in each strategic stage of the war and in the entire 
course of the war. 


(he strategy of coordinating every method and form of fighting the enemy and every 
force of the Lam Son Partisan Army marked a new level of development of our nation's 
traditional methods of fighting. Our party inherited and developed upon this 
strategy, raising it to a new level, and incorporated it in an “integrated strategy" 
strong enough to triumph over every enemy. 


Che progressive military thinking and the brilliant military art of our nation in 
the great war of resistance for national salvation at the start of the 15th Century 
were thoroughly summarized by Nguyen Trai. He was the first person in the history 
of our country to present, in a complete and systematic fashion, the unique and 
creative military thinking of Vietnaa. 


Nguyen Trei was a brilliant strategist, an outstanding politician, a skilled 
diplomat. 


III. A Great Thinker 


In the history of the development of the thinking of our nation up until the 15th 
Century, Nguyen Trai was a great thinker, an outstanding political activist. Asa 
creative person, as a man of action, his immense soul and deep intellect symbolized 
the feelings and thoughts of an entire historical age, one filled with hardships 
and challenges, with brilliant and impressive feats. 
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fhe thinking that ran thioughout and guided all of Nguyen Trai's actions was, as 

he stated, the thinking of "justice and charity,” “the great cause" and “love of 
mankind,” According to him, the planning of great deeds must be based on charity 
and justice, consequently, great achievements must have charity and justice as their 
first goal, and the maintenance of charity and justice is the only standard of 
success, " 


Nguyen Trai's thinking concerning charity and justice was the crystallization of 
progressive thinking, of the spiritual and cultural values of our nation from the 
time we first started building the country until the 15th Century. This thinking 
was successfully applied and brilliantly developed upon in the liberation of the 
country, thereby bringing about a new step forward in ow. nation's history of 
thinking. 


The basic themes of Nguyen Trai's thinking of charity and justice were patriotisn, 
love of the people, a sense of independence and autonomy, humanitarianism and a 
desire for peace and harmonious relations among nations. 


Nguyen Trai closely linked “charity and justice” to the “people” when he wrote 

in "Report to the People on the Defeat of the Minh"; "Ci.erity and justice essentiaily 
lie in a quiet and peaceful life for thepeople.” He also closely linked "charity 

and justice” to the “country” when he wrote in the poem "Ha quy Lam Son"; "Charity 
and justice keep the country calm and peaceful.” It is very clear that, in Nguyen 
Trai, charity and justice were closely linked to patriotism, to love of the people. 


When Nguyen Trai talked about charity and justice he was primarily talking about 
our nation's great cause, its love of mankind, about the banner of national 
salvation, the banner of saving the people, of triumphing over cruelty and barbarity,. 


Following a long period of building and defending the country, Dai Viet in the 

period of Ly and Tran was a unified country, a nation that had grown in every respect. 
In the 15th Century, when our country faced a threat to its survival, Nguyen Trai 
staved: 


“Our Dai Viet 

Is truly a civilized country. 

It is divided by rivers and mountains 

And the customs of the North and South differ. Trieu, Dinh, Ly and Tran, 

generations have built a country 

And the Han, Duong, Tong and Nguyen dominated us, one after the other 

Although the strengths and weaknesses of the North and South differed from time to tine, 
Every generation had its heroes." 


Nguyen Trai said that our country of Dai Viet was an independent entity with a long 
history of development, that our nation possessed strong vitality and could be 
compared to the other nations of the world. 


It can be said that the concept of nationhood was presented in a systematic and 
comprehensive manner for the first time in the ideological history of our nation: 
from the glorious history of struggle and our long standing civilization to our 
etable territory, national sovereignty and colorful culwre, 
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Nguyen {rai was very proud of his beautiful country with ite imposing mountains 

and rivers, its abundance of produce, proud of its old civilization and unique 
lifestyle, proud of ite brilliant and heroic history of resisting foreign aggression. 
He completely rejected the "whole world” thinking of the House of Minh which 
considered "Cochine” to be land of the "Imperial Court” and considered the ‘people 
of Cochine” to be “barbarians outside the scope of civilization.” Nguyen Trai 
confidently declared; "The land separating the North and the South is a clear 
border cf high mountains and broad rivers"; and, the country of Dai Viet, “although 
far from Ngu Linh, is renowned as a literate country whose every generation has had 
resourceful, talented men." No large country can proclaim itself the "Celestial 
Court” so that it can have an “emperor” ani consider small countries to be its 
vassals, to be dependent upon its “every whim.” Nguyen Trai displayed a high 
spirit of independence and autonomy and confirmed the equality of all nations. 


With firm confidence in the strength of the just cause, Nguyen Trai struggled 
resolutely against the Minh aggressors to protect the independence, sovereignty, 
territorial integrity and culture of our nation. 


In the thinking and sentiments of Nguyen Trai, love of one's country had to be 
closely linked to love of the people because the country and the people are one. 


When talking about the people, Nguyen Trai'’s entire heart went out to the working 
poor, They were the "masses," the “lower classes, " the "downtrodden," that is, 
the impoverished peasants and serfs, the working strata in feudal society. 


The people created all of society's wealth, even the salaries of the officials and 
the palace of the kings. As a result, Nguyen Trai believed that “when eating food, 
we should remember the farmer" and maintained that "all large-scale endeavors are 
carried out through the hard work of the army and the people.” The people were 
also the ones who valued charity and justice; “the people have a fondness for 
persons who dieplay charity"; and the people also have the strength to "pilot a 
ship” or “overturn it.” 


History has frequently shown that every king, every historic personality who has known 
how to tap the strength of the people and who has pursued a popular policy has been 
supported by unity from top to bottom and recorded great achievements. Conversely, 
any king or historical personality that has gone against the wishes of the people 

has sooner or later met with defeat. 


‘hus, Nguyen [rai had a deep understanding of the role played by the people in 
social life and in historical changes. 


On the basis of this understanding, Nguyen Trai took the position that national 
salvation had to mean saving the people and that only by relying upon the people 
could the nation be saved, Thies was the main theme of the plan for defeating the 
Minh, the theme that led the cause of national liberation to victory, 


Nguyen Trai's thinking concerning the people also embodied a certain degree of 
democracy. His love of the people was inseparable from his humanitarianism, his very 
deep love of man and life. 











Nguyen Trai‘'s love was truly immense, encompassing the mountains and rivers of the 
country, encompassing man, plantlife and animal life. To him, all the people of 
the country were: 


"Compatriots brought closer together by the disgrace, 
The South and the North share a common origin.” 


He promised to "love the people” throughout his life, to "concern himself first with 
the people's concerns." We are deeply moved when, thmugh his poems, we see Nguyen 
Crai 


"He had but one constant desire 
As constant as rapids in the winter," 


Loving life and respecting the qualities and dignity of man, Nguyen Trai hated the 
cruel Minh pirates even more because "they only lie, kill innocent persons and 
rape women to the point of death without remorse." Nguyen Trai was a humanitarian, 
a man of action whose loves and hatreds were clear and who struggled tenaciously. 


The loving heart of Nguyen Trai was also open to the peoples of all countries and 
encompassed an attitude of generosity and magnanimity toward enemies. He waged a 
determined struggle in the "psychological offensive" to mobilize and persuade the 
enemy and used the principles of life, the principles of humanity to awaken the 
conscience and sense of humanity that remained within the ranks of the enemy. His 
policy toward prisoners of war and those who surrendered was to treat them in a 
humanitarian manner. When the war ended, Le Loi and Nguyen Trai "released tens of 
thousands of officers and soldiers," giving them enough food and other necessities 
to travel back to their country and be reunited with their families. 


Xenophobia and discrimination were totally foreign to Nguyen [rai. He realized 
that the wer of aggression waged by the House of Minh not only brought pain upon 
the people of our country, but also inflicted countless tragedies upon the army and 
people of China, “demoralizing soldiers and confusing the people.” The ending of 
this unjust war, according to Nguyen [rai, had the purpose of enabling "the two 
countries to put the warfare behind themselves.” 


Nguyen [rai was very eager for "a permanent peace," “an end to all war." 


“An end to all war,” we view this as an appeal to struggle for a permanent peace, 
as the age old thirst of nations and all mankind. However, to accomplish this, 

as Nguyen lrai pointed out, we must be determined to “eradicate viciousness, 
eradicate greed, eradicate tyranny.” The lofty dream of Nguyen Trai was for every 
nation to live in independence and peace, 


After independence was won, Nguyen Trai continued to apply his thinking concerning 
charity and justice in the cause of building the country. 


Nguyen Trai's ambition was to build a prosperous and strong country with a civil 
government, a strong national defense and an open and wholesome society in which 
every power of the state must be in accord with the will of the people and not 
represent the will of a single person impressed upon thousands of others. Nguyen 
[rai denounced greedy officials who “have a penchant for collecting high taxes and 
robbing the people of much of their wealth” and was contemptuous of the "very 
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wealthy,” those who were "inhumane" and "unjust." He concerned himself with the 
daily lives of the masses and the dream of everyone to live in peace and be content 
with his occupation; the dream that "persons can become a poet or teacher because 
they are able to study and can be well fed and well clothed because they can earn 
a good living"; that everyone be comfortable and happy, "that villages and hanlets 
be free of animosity and bitterness.” This dream vaguely resembled the ideal 
society of the era of the Hung Kings: "Both king and subject work the fields 
together, building no embankments to separate them, establishing no class ranks, 
never stealing from or injuring one another; everyone is close to and loves 
everyone else and this lifestyle will remain unchanged for thousands of years.” 


Objectively, the ideal society of Nguyen Trai could mt have been achieved under 

the aristocracy of the Le Dynasty, which was developing toward an increasingly 
severe dictatorship. Nguyen Trai was a learned man of exceptional intellect. He 
knew the Chinese culture and the Confucian system of thinking. In view of the 
ciroumstances of the feudal system at that time, it is not at all strange to hear 
him say: “Our hearts should be steadfast in Confucianism.” However, it was also 
Nguyen Trai who criticized himself as "long being deceived by Confucian scholars” 
and who once said that"one can read all of their books and find nothing." Therefore, 
even though their terms were identical, in actuality, the charity and justice of 
Nguyen Trai were completely different from the Confucian concept of “charity” and 
“justice” and were diametrically opposed to them. Because, in the times of 

Xuan Thu, Chien Quoc, Confucius and Manh Tu, there never was a fatherland. As 
regards its substance, before it was spread to the countries of the Bast, Confucianism 
knew nothing of patriotism and national spirit. Confucianism had contempt for the 
working people and a total lack of sympathy for them. Some of the antagonisms 

and limitations within the thinking of Nguyen Trai were due to the historic 
conditions that existed then. , 





Despite these antagonisms and limitations, Nguyen Trai went beyond the bounds of 
Confucianism, went beyond the limitations of his time and reached a high pinnacle 
in the history of thinking of the Dai Viet civiligation in the 15th Century. 


lV. An Eminent Man of Letters 


Nguyen Trai was the bright star of patriotic literature in the early 15th Century. 
He lett behind extremely valuable lilverary works that reflect the progressive 
viewpoints of his times concerning culture and art, 


inheriting the fine tradition of the thousands of years of the nation's history, 
especially tne brilliant cultural achievements of the Ly-Tran era, Nguyen Trai 

made major contributions to advancing the Dai Viet culture to a new stage of develop- 
ment. 


It was a patriotic, progressive culture of a profoundly national and popular nature, 
a culture of great real values and a very highly militant nature, a culture that 
embodied Vietnamese patriotism in the i5th Century as fully and strongly as possible. 


Nguyen |'rai was an outstanding soldier on the cultural front. Closely linking each 
of his cultural activities to the cause of saving the country and the people, he 
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used his pen as à weapon, used the strength of literature to rally our forces and 
attack and rout the enemy, thereby making important contributions to the great 
victory of the war of national liberation, 


Above everything else, Nguyen Trai'’s literature supported the noble cause of our 
nation, Brandishing the banners of the “great cause” and “love of mankind," Nguyen 
{rai closely linked his cultural activities to the effort to "eradicate viciousness, 
eradicate greed, eradicate tyranny” and emphasize the qualities of "love of mankind, 
intelligence and heroism,” 


Nguyen Trai put his entire heart and the heroic character of the nation into his 
writings in order to "protect the South,” protect the "fatherland," "resist 
China" and pacify the Chinese feudal aggressors. He also used literature to help 
build the fatherland, mold the character of man, mold the soul and essence of the 
nation and build the Dai Viet culture. 


Reflecting patriotism, boundless love and noble humanitarianism, the poems of Nguyen 
Trai praised the feeling of love for one's comrades, praised a beautiful, quiet 

and happy lite and opposed actions that trampled upon the dignity of man as well 

as inhumane and unjust actions. The poetry and prose of Nguyen Trai fought for 

the truth, for that which was right, for a comfortable and happy life for the people, 
for lasting peace, for harmony among nations. 


he prose and poetry of Nguyen Trai found fighting strength, creativity and 
a source of inspiration in every condition of nature, in the realities of society 
and the lives of the people. 


As a result, his prosre ‘had the strength of 100,000 soliders” am nis poems bore 
the character of a "general" on the “Tao Dan" front. 


Concerning music, Nguyen Trai said: "Peace is the foundation of music"; “lyrics 
are the literature of music"; “without a foundation, nothing is solid"; “without 
literature, there can be no circulation of ideas.” Only by delving into life and 
caring for the entire population so that “every hamlet and village is free from 
animosity and bitterness,” is it possible to "maintain the foundatic.: of music." 


From these words, we can see his viewpoints not only with regard to music, but also 
with regard to literature and art, in genecal. When he spoke about the faundation, 
he was talking about the contents of art; when he talked about literature, he was 
tal*ing about the form of art. This was the dialectical relationship between 

co ten’ and form in literature and art; content determines form, form has a 
reciprocal effect. 


Nguyen Trai left behind many works of prose and poetry. As regards his prose, we 
must first talk about "Quan trung tu menh tap,” "The Report to the People on the 
Defeat of the Minh,” "Chi Linh son phu,” and "Vinh Lang bi ky." Most important 
among his works of poetry were "Uc Trai thi tap” and “Quoc am thi tap.” 


During the period of the fight against the Minh, Nguyen Trai's pen had the force of 
a sharp attack. After his death, the poems written during that period were compiled 
in the collection of poems entitled “Quan trung tu menh “ap.” 














ite eloquent appeals to the army and people and his proclamations, which reflected 
sharp reasoning and ardent feelings and contained persuasive prose helped to build 
“unity and loyalty among the people, among all patriots” so that “everyone joined 
forces, everyone me loyal to the country and endeavored to erase the shame of 
having lost the country and annihilate the cruel aggressors,” 


Applying his thinking concerning charity and justice, Nguyen Trai proposed and 
implemente’ the “payohological offensive” plan. Using the principles of charity 
and justive to discuss the situation that existed at that time, he launched a 
payohological assault on the enemy, an assau't in which he was unyielding at one 
time but conciliatory at another, ma * threate at one time but offered advice at 
another and was demanding at one time but magnanimous 4t another while always 
conforming with reason and sentiment. Nguyen Trai used the “psychological offensive" 
plan to conquer the enemy, thereby making a large contribution to winning total 
victory in the war with the ieast possible amount of tloodshed. This plan, which 
was an effective weapon directed at the heart of the enemy, was a brilliant 
success in that it caused panic among the enemy, routed the forces of the eneny 
and caused the surrender of 11 of the 13 major cities of the en@y. This plan was 
truly something rare in tne history of warfare. 


Nguyen Trai drafted hie “Report to the People on the Defeat of the Minh” after the 
Lam Son uprising had won total victory. It was a classic work of our nation. 


The “Report to the People on the Defeat of the Minh,” which was the equivalent of 
a declaration of independence of Dai Viet, was a thorough summary of the great 
patriotic war, was an epic about the victory won by our nation. It was also a 
stern denunciecion of the “towering and intolerable” crimes of the Minh aggressors, 
of the Chinese expansionists. 


The “Report to the People on the Defeat of the Minh” eloquently and systematically 
presented the patriotiem of our nation. Having experienced the historic challenge 
of the fight against the Minh, Nguyen Trai confirmed the strong vitality of the Dai 
Viet civilization, confirmed the independence am sovereignty of our country ami 
the equality of all nations. 


The “Report to the People on the Defeat of the Minh" praised the earth-shattering 
feats of arms recorded by our people in the liberation of the country. It reflected 
the noble humanitarian spirit of our people, their love of peace and their desire 

to extinguish the flames of war, open the path to harmonious relations and return to 
a “lasting peace.” In thie light, the “Report to the People on the Defeat of the 
Minh” was a declaration of humanitarianism and peace of the Dai Viet state. 


in addition, Nguyen Trai also wrote "Du dia chi” to describe the established 
territory, ‘the imposing mountains and rivers, the diverse soil types and the 

variety of native products of our country, describe ow people's different occupations, 
their honest and simple iifestyle and their fine customs and hebite. In "Du dia chi” 
Nguyen /rai expressed a sense of being the master of the “endless mountains and 
rivers.” 


Like his prose, aany of Nguyen [rai’s poems overflowed with courage. However, his 
poems usually dealt with nis own private thoughte and feelings, which reflected his 
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loyalty and noble dignivy. Richly lyrical, Nguyen Trai's poems aleo beautiiully 
reilected the natural environment of the country and the life of the nation. 


Deserving of attention ile the fact that Nguyen Trai wrote many more poems in the 
Vietnamese language than in Chinese, Through"Quoc am thi tap,” Nguyen Trai placed 
himself in the position of one of the founders of the nation's poetry. Moreover, 
he elevated the Vietnamese language to the literary language of our nation. 


The Vietnamese poems of Nguyen Trai incorporated many of the achievements of folk 
culture and iiterature. Potatoes, guava, bdbindweed, furrowed fields and so forth, 
all of which were totally foreign to scholarly literature, were incorporated by 
Nguyen [rai in his Vietnamese poems in a very natural manner, Proverbs, idiomas, 
folk balladr and the tonal characteristics of the Vietmeese language, all of these 
rich capabilities of folk language were used in a skillful manner by Neuyen Trai 

in order to give his poems a rich national culture and his poetry a rich tonal 
quality. Nguyen [rai attached laportance at an early date to enriching and 
maintaining the purity of the Vietnamese language. 


Nguyen [rai was proud to have travelled to all corners of the country and “found 
subjects for poems every where.” 





The Gon Son Stream, the Bach Dang River, the port of Dai An, Yen Tu Mountain, the 
Van Don Bay, Due Thuy Mountain and the humireds of other mountains and thousands of 
beautiful and imposing rivers of the fatherland appeared in his poems. [he Con 

Son Stream was as melodious as an orchestra. The reflections of 100,000 mountain 
peaks shimmered in the Gulf of Ha Long like the hair of a beautiful woman shining 
in a mirror. “When the rain cleared over Non Duc [Thuy Mountain, ite peak shone like 
& pearl"; “the incoming tide in Dai An Bay brings the water to the height of the 
aky." Great mountains and rivers became even greater when he put his historic 
imprint on them. #hile watching the Bach Dang River, Nguyen Trai recalled the great 
victories won by the nation by “completely destroying large armies" on that river: 


“Large armies were cut to pieces, 
Their weapons sinking into « watery grave.” 


Nguyen irai's style of writing was not only eloquent, but it was frequently subtle 
and refined as well. The chirpof a bird, the petal of a flower, « gentle breese, 
a few drops of rain, a gust of wind in the spring, all of these could stir the soul 
of the poet. 


Writing on the impact of a folk song or a folk gusical instrument, Nguyen frei made 
discoveries of natural gifts. When a fisherman raised his voice in song three tines, 
the fogay surface ui the lake opened before him. When a herder played his flute, 
the moon rose higher in the sky. The environment became broader, higher, making 
man's soul broader and deeper. Literature can and must elevate man's soul in this 
manner. 


Nguyen Trai's sensitivity to every facet of life was truly acute and unique. He wrote 
of rose colored fiowers in the wind: 
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"Preah and beautiful rose colored flowers, 
Makes one think that spring te emiling, ” 


He wrote of the new banana tree leaves in “early spring”: 


"A love letter in 4& sealed envelop 
Foroed open by the wind to be read,” 


Such are the inapiration, the very beautiful and rhythaic poetry encountered in 
the Vietnamese poem of Nguyen Trai. 


ven in the face of difficulties, Nguyen (rai never became deapondent: 


"Old age, white hair, « sliver beard, 
A etern man with a green lantern and blue eyes.” 


Hie hair was white, but his eyes were blue; he was old in years but young in heart. 


How beautiful is hair that has turned white from being concerned with the lives of 
others and how very beautiful are deep blue eyes that shine with love of life, of 
man. 


A comrade of Nguyen Trai during the period of Lam Son praised hie in the following 
ways 


“He concerned himself with the affairs of the country, with making the country 
beautiful, which no one before hia ever did.” 


ln Nguyen jrai, the Dai Viet civilisation reached new heights. 


¥. Upholding the (radition of the Nation, Moving Forward To Complete the Tasks of 
the Revolution in the New Stage 


Dear Comrades and friends, 


Nguyen Trai was @ mode) human being, 4 model of the great cause, of love of mankind, 
of al) the virtues and talents that symbolise the soul and character of the nation 
of Vietnam, the Dai Viet civilisation in the 15th Century. 


Nguyen | real was @ great national hero who struggled unremittingly and gave his entire 
life to the cause of caving the people, saving the country. As sore and more 
difficulties and perils were encountered, he became increasingly determined to aove 
forward and, with great bravery and creativity, recorded great achievements that 

will live forever. 


He was 4 man of intellect and skill, gifted in both literary and military matters. 
“Let us use weapons to defeat the aggressors and use literature to build the rule 
of peace. Literature has a better influence than anything elec.” 


Nguyen Trai nad @ deep love of the truth, of that which was right. In hie thoughts 
and actions, he showed « determination to discover the truth, showed confidence in 


the strength of our nation, in the vitality of the Dal Viet civil. leation. 
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He had « very deep love of beauty, He loved man, loved the natural environment of 
our country. He loved Chi Lang, Con Son, Bach Dang, Ham Tu and so forth, places of 
scenic beauty where “heroes recorded feate of arms.” He loved literature, poetry 
and music and felt that the ethics of man were something of unparalleled beauty. 


In the House of the poet Nguyen (rai at Nni Khe a wooden tablet bearing the 
tollowing words still hange: 


“Simple and close to the people,” 


Nguyen Trai lived a simple, poor but honest life. “He ate food without salt, wore 
Clothing without embroidery and his hair turned white as 4 result of concerning 


himself with the affairs of the country; to his descendants, he passed on 4 loyal 
heart.” 


He lived a pure and loyal life. He was loyal to the ideals of charity and justic, 
loya) to the country, to the people. 


in the social system at that time, the traitors to the Le Court were not and cou). 
not be loyal to such 4 great man. And, the feudal system had no room for 4 man 
of Nguyen Trai‘s etature. This war the reason for the tragic case of Le Chi Vien. 


However, Nguyen [Trai is not dead! 


Hie epirit and cause live forever in the rivers and mountains, live forever in 
the conscience of Vietnaa. 


in Commemorating the 600th anniversary of the birth of Nguyen [rai we again remember 
the tremendous contributions made by Le Loi and Nguyen [rai in leading our nation, 

our people in a eteredfast and heroic war of resistance to win back the country fros 
the grip of the Minh aggressors. 


On the major }olidays being celebrated in 1980, we are even prouder of our nation 

of Vietnaa, « nation which, at the dawn of history built the Van Lang civilisation 
that served as @ solid foundation and was filled with strong vitality. In the first 
teste of strength with the Chinese expansionist powers, our nation recorded 
extremely glorious feats of arms, destroying the Tan army and maintaining the 
fatherland. 


As @ result, in the first long and decisive challenge, in the 10 centuries of 
slavery, our nation continuously arose to fight the Chinese feudalists and, in the 
end, won back ite independence and soverwignty. Our nation, instead of being 
assimilated, developed even more strongly. Our country's culture, instead of being 
destroyed, advanced to a new stage of development. Within our country, the era 

of the Dai Viet civilization had been opened. 


Then, throughout the 5 centuries of independence and sovereignty, our nation worked 
diligently to build « prosperous and strong country and fought bravely to protect 
the sacred fatherland. Twice we defeated the Tong army. Three times we triumphed 
over the Nguyen army. While protecting our independence and sovereignty, we also 











helped to thwart the scheme of the Chinese emperors to expand into the other 
countries of Southeast Asia. 


Ae @ result, our nation had the strength needed to triumph over the enemy aggressor 
in the 15th Century. The judgement of history is that the Dai Viet oiviligation 
triumphed over the orvelty of the Minh emperor. Our nation had overcome ite second 
perilous challenge. 


However, the feudal system could not evade the law of history, the law of the 
constant decline of feudaliem. The impressive national salvation effort of the 
heroes with the "cloth shirte and pink banner” rescued it for a time and brought 
glory to our country, but could not prevent the collapse of the feudal systen. 


in the modern era, our people faced new historic teste of strength. Imperialism 
has been using the might of modern industry to commit aggression against small, 
weak nations. Our nation, as well as the other oppressed nations of the world, face 
the threat of extermination. Imperialism schemed to perpetually impose its cruel 
rule upon our country and the two fraternal countries of Laos and Kampuchea and 
permanently divide our country in a vain attempt to wipe our country's name from 
the map of the world. 


When it was born, our party assumed the historic mission and great task of liberating 
the nation, liberating society, liberating the country. Inheriting our nation's 
tradition of unylelding struggle against foreign aggression, Vietnamese patriotian 
combined with genuine proletarian internationaliem has achieved extraordinary 
development and ie new in content, quality and strength. 


Under the extremely correct and creative leadership of the party and the revered 
President Ho Chi Minh, the greatest hero in the history of our nation, our people 
arose in «a tenacious, brave struggle, recorded earth-shattering feats of arms and 
drove off the Japanese fascists, wu victory over the French imperialiste and won 
victory over the U.S. imperialists in succession. Delivering fatal blows to 
Colonialism, both old and new, and brandishing the banners of national independence 
and socialism, our nation, our people won an extremely great victory in the most 
decisive challenge ever faced in our history, liberating the entirety of our 

beloved fatherland and opening the way for the entire country to advance to socialisn 
while joining the ranks of the vanguard nations of the world. 


foday, the situation in our country as well as on the Indochina peninsula and in the 
world has undergone remarkable changes. Our people are entering the most brilliant 
period in the history of the nation, the era of independence, freedom and socialisa, 
the era of the Vietnamese civilization in the age of Ho Chi Minh. 


we desire and have the right to live in peace, independence and freedom, to use our 
forces and intelligence to build a life of comfort and happiness for our people, 
build friendly relations with our neighbors and the other nations of the world. 


in the face of the historic mission, the important task of the new era, our people, 
under the leadership of the Party Central Committee, headed by the revered General 
Secretary Le Duan, must, now more than ever before, make every effort to display 
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revolutionary herolam, overcome every difficulty and obstacle, build and protect the 
beloved fatherland and oarry out the resolution of our party's 4th Congress. 


We must work hard, work in a selfless manner, accelerate the development of the 
economy and culture, care for the lives of the people and make every effort to 
atrengthen the national defenoe system and make our fatherland increasingly 
prosperous and strong. 


We must display high determination to fight and win, display revolutionary vigilance, 
maintain high combat readiness and fight with determination to thwart every scheme 


of the enemy aggressor. 


in recent years, our people have won extremely glorious victories and protected the 
independence and sovereignty of the country in two sacred wars to protect the 
fatherland. Although they were defeated in two large-scale wars of aggression 
against our country, the reactionaries within Beijing ruling circles have not 
abandoned their policy of expansionism and big country hegemony. [hey are 
strengthening their collaboration with international imperialism, led by the U.S. 
imperialists, in order to create a situation of constant tensions, continue to 
pursue their malicious and insidious schemes and undermine and weaken our country 
and the two fraternal countries of Laos and Kampuchea in a vain attempt to easily 
annex us and expand into Southeast Asia. [hey are pursuing 4 counter-revolutionary 
global strategy coordinated with the global strategy of the U.S. imperialists in 
an attempt to divide the socialist system, divide and undermine the international 
communist movement and the national liberation movement, intensify the arms race 
and prepare for a war of aggression to undermine world peace. 


Now, more than ever before, we must make every effort to strengthen the dictatorship 
of the proletariat system, successfully build the new system, the system of 
socialist collective ownership, build the new economy, the socialist economy, build 
the new culture and mold the new, socialist man, determined to thwart every scheme 
of the enemy, firmly protect the socialist Vietnamese fatherland in every situation 
and fulfill our glorious national tasks and noble international obligation. 


Our just cause will surely triumph. Because, we are fighting under the banner of 
inevitable victory of the glorious Vietnam Communist Party, of the great President 
Ho Ghi Minh. We have invincible Marxism-Leninism on our side. We have the heroic 
people and their glorious national tradition. We have the heroic people's armed 
forces that have been tempered in combat. We have the combined strength of the 
new system, of our entire nation combined with the strength of our times. 


in contrast to the feudal times of old, in the present age, we always have the 
widespread and large international sympathy and support of the great Soviet Union, 
of the other fraternal socialist countries, of the fraternal peoples of Laos and 
Kampuchea, of the peoples of the peace and justice loving countries and of 
progressive mankind, including the revolutionary people of China. 


Because, we are fighting for the beautiful spiritual values of the civilization of 
man along with our brothers and friends throughout the world; we are continuing to 
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write new pages in the history of progressive mankind, to compose the great epic 
of nations that have arisen to become the masters of their destiny, to compose 
the great symphony of peace and friendship among the nations on this planet in 
the perpetual spring of mankind, 


Our just cause will surely triumph over cruelty! 
Civiligation will surely triumph over brutality! 
The just cause will surely triumph over the unjust cause! 


Upholding the nation's tradition of building and defending the country and following 
the examples set by the great national heroes, all the compatriots and soldiers 

of our country are enthusiastically marching forward with high determination and 
great confidence to win increasingly large victories, determined to successfully 
build socialism in our beloved country and firmly protect the socialist Vietnamese 
fatherland, thereby making worthy contributions to the common struggle for peace, 


national independence, democracy and social progress on the Indochina peninsula, 
in Southeast Asia and throughout the world. 
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MILITARY AFFAIRS AND PUBLIC SECURITY 


BRIEFS 


REACTIONARi“S CAPTURED IN KONTUM--In the early morning hours one day, while 
the (Krong Katu) villagers in Kontum town suburb were preparing to go to 
upland fields to grow sweet potatoes, they heard that the night before the 
village armed forces had laid an ambush to counter an ambush by a group of 
subversive reactionaries. During the ambush, ome of the reactionaries was 
killed and two others fled into the forest. Determined not to let these 
outlaws escape, all the villagers, wielding spades, machetes, rifles and 
crossbows, cooperated with militiamen and formed several parties to surround 
the forest adjacent to the village. The entire forest was animated with 
hundreds of machete-wielding people fending off bushes to search for the 
saboteurs. The encirclement was narrowing. The two reactionaries, named 
(Rat and Phi), who had escaped death the night before, were found hiding 
behind a bush and were captured by the villagers. Trembling with fear, 

they thought that they had been caught by our troops. When they came to 
thelr senses, they realized that they had been captured by hundreds of 
women, youthe and old people of (Krong Katu) village, including those who not 
long ago had been urged by them to oppose the revolution. [(Tu Duoc) ] 

[Text] [BKO803]4 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 1100 GMT 7 Nov 80) 
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INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS, TRADE AND AID 


BRIEFS 


SENEGAL DELEGATION--Hanoi VNA November 4--A delegation of the African Inde- 
pendence Party (PAI) from Senegal led by its secretary general Saydou Cissoko, 
arrived here today for a friendship visit at the invitation of the Communist 
Party of Vietnam Central Committee. It was welcomed by Nguyen Duy Trinh, 
Political Bureau member and secretary of the CPVN Central Committee; 

Nguyen Thanh Le, member of the CPVN Central Committee and director of the 
party Central Committee's external relations commission, and others. [Text] 
[0W041547 Hanoi VNA in English 1531 GMT 4 Nov 80) 


GDR TRADE DELEGATION--On Tuesday, GDR Foreign Trade Minister Horst Soelle 
discussed with his Vietnamese counterpart, Le Khac, the further development 
of trade and economic relations, the current state of trade and industrial 
cooperation, as well as measures to prepare for the long-term trade agree- 
ment and other agreements for the period 1981 to 1985. During the talk, 
Minister Le Khac stressed the Vietnamese side's high appreciation of the 
autual cooperation and the SRV's all-round support by the GDR. [AU312220 
East Berlin NEVES DEUTSCHLAND in German 29 Oct 80 p 2 AU] A delegation 

of the SED Central Committee Cultural Department, headed by deputy 
department chief Rudi Raupach, on Tuesday concluded a 2-week study visit to 
Vietnam. At the end of the visit, the delegation was received for a 
comradely talk by Le Quang Dao, secretary of the Vietnam Communist Party 
Central Committee. [East Berlin NEVES DEUTSCHLAND in German 29 Oct 80 p 2 AU] 


YOUTH DELEGATION IN CSSR--Hanoi VNA 28 Oct--A delegation of Hanoi youth led 
by Luu Minh Tri, first secretary of the Ho Chi Minh Communist Youth Union's 
Hanoi organization, attended the 78th meeting of the youth of socialist 
countries’ capitals held in Prague from (72) to 18 October. The Vietnamese 
delegation participated in car repair, driving, waitering and other competi- 
tions. They also took part in teach-ins on four problems--movement [words 
indistinct] action of youth, youth participation in building their capital 
cities, teaching communist ideology to the younger generation, the use of 
leisure time, youth union work, the youth movement among young intellectuals, 
and tourtem for young people. The delegates expressed their militant 
solidarity and firm support for the youth of Vietnam and other people in 
national construction and defence. [Text] [0W210647 Hanoi VNA in English 
1524 GMT 28 Oct 80 OW) 

















ITALY-VIETNAM COMMITTEE DELEGATION--Hanoi VNA 20 Oct~-A delegation of the 
Italy-Vietnam committee led by S. Luciano, Presidium member of the committee, 
has paid @ 10-day visit here at the invitation of the Vietnam committee for 
solidarity and friendship with the peoples of other countries. The delegation 
paid tribute at the Ho Chi Minh mausoleum, and was received by Nguyen Thanh '«, 
member of the Centra] Committee of the Communist Party of Vietnam and head of 
the party's commission for external relations. They aleo had with the host 
committee a working session during which the two eides exchanged views on 
steps to broaden friendship relations between the peoples of the two countries. 
The delegation brought to the Vietnamese people gifts worth 300 million lire 
from the Italian labouring people including medicines, medical appliances and 
agricultural machine parte. The guests also toured the port city of Haiphong, 
Ho Chi Minh City, and Lang Son provincial town, [Text] [Hanoi VNA in English 
1628 GMT 20 Oct 80 OW] 


KAMPUCHEAN PROVINCIAL DELEGATION--Hanoi VNA 3] Oct--A delegation from Kratie 
Province in Kampuchea led by Pun Nu, chairman of the provincial people's 
committee on 25 October visited Song Be Province which has sworn brotherhood 
with Kratie Province. The delegation was cordially received by the 
secretary of the provincial communist party committee, and the chairman of the 
provincial people's committee. The two sides informed each other of their 
respective political and economic situations and other social activities. 
They exchanged views on mutual assistance to overcome difficulties resulting 
from war to facilitate development. The Kampuchean provincial delegation 
visited a number of economic establishments in Song 3. Province and Ho Chi 
Minh City. It left on 27 October. [Text] [0WO311°/ Hanoi VNA in English 
1536 GMT 31 Oct 80 OW) 


LAO, KAMPUCHEAN DELEGATIONS--Hanoi VNA 2 Nov--A delegation of leading pro- 
vincial officials of the Lao People's Democratic Republic recently visited 
[word indistinct] Nam-Danang Province where they discussed with their hosts 
experiences on irrigation work. It was received by Hoang Minh Thang, 
deputy secretary of the Communist Party of Vietnam Provincial Committee and 
chairman of the local people's committee; Vo Van Dang, standing member of 
the provincial party committee and president of the local branch of the 
Vietnamese-Lao Friendship Asuociation, and others. The Lao delegates called 
on the irrigation service of Quang Nam-Da Nang and various localities with 
good records in irrigation development. About the same time, a delegation 
of the Kampuchean educational service of Battambang Province, north of 
Phnom Penh, visited the same province of Vietnam. It discussed with the 
local education service questions relating to the building and development 
of education at the grassroot level. The Kampuchean delegates visited a 
number of schools in the locality including the polytechnical college of 
Danang. [Hanoi VNA in English 1520 GMT 2 Nov 80 OW] 


PUMPS FOR KAMPUCHEA--Hanoi VNA 1 Nov--Vietnam has recently supplied the 
Kampuchean people with 150 high powered mechanical pumps together with spare 
parts. All told 269 such pumps have been given to Kampuchea since its 
liberation. The new pumps have been sent to various provinces and districts 
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for the autumn rice season, Twenty-five of them have been installed in Kandal 
Province and 16 othere in Kampong Thom Province. They will water 12,000 
hectares of autumn rice and 9,000 [figure as received) hectares of dry-season 
rice. Vietnamese engineers and technicians are helping install the pumps 

and train Kampuchean operators. [Text] [Hanoi VNA in English 0703 GMT 

1 Nov 80 WW) 


NIGBRIAN NATIONAL DAY--On 30 September 1980, acting president of the Socialist 
Republic of Vietnam, Nguyen Huu Tho, sent the following congratulatory message to 
Mr. Alhaji Shehu Shagari, president of the Federal Republic of Nigeria: on the 
occasion of the celebration of the 20th Independence Day of the Federal Republic 
of Nigeria, on behalf of the people of Vietnaa, the government of the Socialist 
Republic of Vietnam and myself, I send congratulations to you and, through you, 
to the government and people of Nigeria. I wish you good health and send you ay 
sincere greetings. /Text_/ / Hanoi NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 1 Oct 80 pi/ 7809 
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ECONOMIC PLANNING, TRADE AND FINANCE 


SUCCESS OF NEW ECONOMIC ZONE VIEWED 
BKO40710 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 2300 GMT 3 Nov 80 


[NHAN DAN 4 November editorial: "Initial Results Obtained at a New Economic 
Zone") 


[Summary] A new economic zone in Duc Trong District, Hanoi, has been success- 
fully built with firm material and technical bases and many public welfare 
projects which will ensure a bright future for this zone. 


"The zone's people have cleared nearly 3,200 hectares of virgin land for 
cultivation. Initially comprising 9 families, the zone now houses 2,000 
families with almost 10,000 people, who have voluntarily left Hanoi to build 
this area irto their second home town,” 





Most of the resettlers are from state farms, agricultural cooperatives and 
industrial enterprises. They recently delivered nearly 3,000 tons of grain 
to state granaries. They are now raising more than 200 head of cattle, 
1,000 hogs, tens of thousands of poultry and rearing fish in several ponds. 


"The initial success scored at the Lam Dong new economic zone indicates that 
despite difficulties in food and material, we can successfully build economic 
zones, redistribute manpower throughout the country and zone off areas for 
specific crops, proviced that manpower can be integrated and assistance pro- 
vided by the state as well as by some international quarters." 


In order to build a new economic zone, according to Hanoi's method, first, 
technical workers with equipment must be assigned to the area to build 
production bases before the people are sent in. Resettlers are volunteers 
and appropriate measures should be applied to encourage the resettlement 
of the whole family or the entire production team. 


However, in the initial stage, shortcomings and difficulties are unavoidable. 
Therefore, in building an economic zone into a zone of large-scale socialist 
production and a stable populated area, assistance from the central and 

local administrative organs are greatly needed. 


One of the foremost tasks for each new economic zone is the formulation of 

a correct plan that enables the resettlers to produce, as soon as possible, 

their own agricultural products. Selection of resettlers must be done under 

a general regulation and without coercion. A sufficient number of managerial 

and technical cadres must be assigned to each area and training must be pro- 
vided to turn them into core cadres for all activities of each new economic zone. 
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ECONOMIC PLANNING, TRADE AND FINANCE 


BRIEFS 


HAUL GIANG ECONOMIC DEVELOPMEN!--At ite recent congress of delegates, the Hau 
Giang provincial party organization decided that the province's prime task 
for the 2-year 1981-82 period is to concentrate on comprehensive agricultural 
development, with emphasis on the production of grain and consumer and export 
goods, The provincial party organization set forth the norms for economic 
development in the next 2 years, which involve reclaiming 10,000 to 15,000 
additional hectares of virgin land and achieving an annual grain output of 
}.1 to 1,2 million tons. In addition to developing animal husbandry and 
accelerating agricultural cooperativization, Hau Giang will strive to collect 
as many as 300,000 tons of grain in 1982. [Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
2300 GMT 30 Oct 80 BK) 


DAC LAC PEOPLE SETTLEMENT--As of now more than 28,000 families of E De and 

M Nong ethnics in Dac Lac Province have adopted settled farming and a settled 
life. They have set up 65 agricultural cooperatives and production collec- 
tives. Along with stepping up agricultural production, the settlers have 

also built 13 level-I and level-II schools and 7 dispensaries, tens of market- 
ing cooperative stores and repaired or built more than 200 km of rural roads. 
[BK060718 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 2300 GMT 4 Nov 80 BK] 


LAM DONG NEW ECONOMIC ZONE--After 4 years of work, the people from Hanoi who 
have resettled in the new economic zone of Duc Trong District, Lam Dong 
Province, have turned a formerly deserted area into a population center with 
1,783 families totaling almost 10,000 persons. The resettlers have set up 2 
state farms, 11 agricultural-forestry cooperatives and 8 enterprises, technical 
stations and livestock breeding farms. A total of almost 2,300 hectares of 
land have been reclaimed and put under cultivation of grain and industrial 
crops. [Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 1100 GMT 5 Nov 80 BK] 


OVERFULFILLMENT OF FOOD PLAN--According to the Food Ministry, as of 30 September, 
Cao Bang and Lang Son overfulfilled their food delivery plans for the 1980 

fifth month-spring crop--Cao Bang achieving 125 and Son La 120 percent of their 
plans. On 29 October the premier sent a message warmly praising the people and 
cadres of these provinces for upholding their revolutionary tradition, over- 
coming all difficulties, increasing production, economizing and saving food 

to overfulfill their obligations to the state, thus contributing to national 
construction and defense. [Text] [0W311327 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
1430 GMT 30 Oct 80 OW] 
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SPARE PARTS ENTER!RISE--Hanoi VNA 3 Nov--Set up in 1976, Lisata is the first 
cooperative enterprise producing spare parts for trucks and three-wheeled 
vane in Ho Chi Minh City. Before liberation, Saigon had a large number of 
care and trucks but all spare perts were imported. A merger of some 

100 establishments, the Lisata cooperative enterprise has set up four main 
workshops producing five groups of products installed in various precincts 

of the city. It now turns out more than 20 tonnes of car parts annually with 
gross output valued at more than 1 million dong. [Text] [Hanoi VNA in 
English 0713 GMT 3 Nov 80 OW] 


HANOI EXPORT FOOD FACTORY--Hanoi VNA 31 Oct--The Hanoi export food factory 
ie striving to process 2,000 tonnes of products to meet its target for the 
fourth quarter. Its main products including sliced pineapple, orange and 
pineapple juices, and orange marmalade have reached the new heights of 
quality for export. Since its commissioning on 19 May, 1963 the factory 
has always exceeded its production targets, even in difficult conditions 
during the U.S. air war of destruction. Its production lines have grown 

to almost 20 items totalling more than 30,000 tonnes since the plant opened. 
Besides products for export, the factory has produced 3,000 tonnes of tinned 
meat, dried vegetables, instant rice, wines and liquor for home consumption. 
Almost 700 technical innovations have been applied in production, saving more 
than half a million dong. Labour productivity has increased fourfold since 
1963. The factory has produced orange and lemon *ssence for other food 
processing factories in the country and is experimenting with the production 
of a rubber pasta sealant used in canning which was previously imported. 
Production has been gradually mechanized. The factory is aiming at 

3,200 tonnes of products this year, including 2,700 tonnes for export. 

[Hanoi VNA in English 1532 GMT 31 Oct 80 OW] 
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AGRICULTURE 


GROWTH OF STATE FARMS IN SOUTH OUTLINED 
Hanoi NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 1 Oct 80 pp i-4 


{article: “Che South After 4 Years of Transforming and Building State Farms: 
There are 176 New State Farms with 150,000 Laborers Sn Hectares of 
Farmland; Large Specialised Farming Areas Have Been Formed” 


[Text] According to the Ministry of Agriculture, in keeping with the task of 
restoring and developing agriculture, over the past 4 years the provinces and 
municipalities of the South (from Quang Nam-Da Nang southward) have carried out 
the transformation and construction of 176 state farme with 150,000 laborers 
managing 667,000 hectares of cropland of all types. There are 42 state farus 
specializing in the production of grain (20 specialized rice state farms in the 
Mekong River Delta, 12 state farms specialising in subsidiary food crops in eastern 
Nam Bo and 10 state farms producing both rice and subsidiary food crops in the 
Central Highlands). There are 41 state farms consisting of 80,000 hectares which 
specialize in the cultivation of rubber trees; last year, they harvested 52,873 
hectares, which bore a yield of 40,000 tons of dried latex, 33,500 tons of which 
were delivered to the state and nearly 29,000 tons of which were exported. There 
are 15 state farms specializing in the cultivation of coffee in the provinces 

of Dac Lac and Gia Lai-Kontum. Over the past 4 years, these state farms planted 
7,000 hectares of coffee plants. [here are 17 state farms raising pineapples and 
fruit trees. There are four state farms raising tea and a federation of tea 
enterprises called the Lam Dong Federation. There are five cotton state farms in 
Thuan Hai and Phu Khanh Provinces and eight state farms specializing in sugarcane 
in fay Ninh, Song Be, Dong Nai, Long An, Nghia Binh and Gia Lai-Kontum. A number 
of state farms ~ ‘°e dairy cattle. All of the remaining state farms operate 
integrated bus..esses. All of these state farms lie in important areas, coordinate 
the economy with the defense of the nation ani are centers of large-scale, 
specialised farming areas. Although newly constructed and still encountering 
numerous difficulties, the state farms have begun to have an effect, have yielded 
marked economic returns and have created products of value, including centralized 
sources of grain and food products for the state. Although their output is not 
high, it is increasing with each passing year. The state farms in the Sout’ have 
begun to gain some experience in production and management. A number of state 
farms have played a good role in the local economy, thereby opening prospects for 
the formation of state-operated agricultural regions in the South. 
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in the process of transformation and construction, the state farms are etill weak 
in many areas. Crop and livestock yields, the productivity of the land ani labor 
productivity are still low. Land is still being wasted. The training of cadres and 
the establishment of the management apparatue have not kept pace with the number 

of new otate farms that have been established, Many imbalances still exist. The 
organisation of the material and spiritual lives of the workers of these state 
farms ie not good. 


The guidelines and tasks with regard to building and developing the state farms 

of the provinces and municipalities of the South in the years t come are: 
accelerating the construction and development of state farms and the formation of 
large-scale, specialised, centralised production areas with a view toward insuring 
that the state firmly controls a quantity of grain and food products that will 
enable it to take greater initiative in meeting the requirements of the non- 
agricultural production sector; producing many agricultural products for use as 

raw materiale in industry and for exportation; gradually accumulating capital in 
order to carry out expanded reproduction ami accumulate capital for the state and 
so forth. As regards the immediate future, the Mekong River Delia has allocated 
roughly 400,000 hectares for the specialised production of rice; state farms raisi . 
rubber will be constructed and developed in eastern Nam Bo and some in the Central 
Highlands; coffee state farms will be constructed in Cac Lac and Gia Lai-Kontun,; 
state farms raising cotton will be constructed in Thuan Hai and Phu Khanh; sugarcane 
estate farms will be constructed in Tay Ninh, Dong Nai, so forth; state 
farms raising corn and soybeans will be constructed in eastern Bo and the 
Central Highlands; and state farms raising dairy and beef cattle will be constructed 
in Lam Dong. In addition, state farms producing ani processing food products for 
the cities, industrial areas and tourist areas will also be constructed. An effort 
will be made to have state farms consist of 20-25 percent of the agriaultural land 
in the South. We will firmly adhere to the guideline of developing state farms in 
conjunction with strengthening them, strengthening them while practicing intensive 
cultivation. Increased investments of technology will be made in order to rapidly 
establish production areas, intensify the clearing of wilderness and build new state 
farms. 


7809 
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AGRICULTURE 


THANH HOA PROVINCE STRIVES TO OVERCOME CALAMITIES 
BKO81212 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 1100 GH 7 Nov 80 


[Article by radio correspondent (Nguyen Dinh Luong): “Thanh Hoa on the Front 
of Solving the Grain Problem") 


(Summary) Recently Thanh Hoa Province was struck by calamities four times 

in a month. Serious losses were caused by Typhoon No 6 followed by three 
waves of floods triggered by tropical depressions. Following is a report by 
the comrade deputy head of the provincial party committee's economic commission 
on the losses caused by natural calamities to Thanh Hoa Province: 


“Almost 69,000 out of a total of nearly 145,000 hectares of lOth-month rice 
were flooded many times. Of this figure, more than 43,000 hectares were 
destroyed completely and more than 25,000 hectares only gave a partial 
yleid. Electric power was out due to the collapse of the three high-voltage 
pilons connected to the main power sources and the damage to 60 percent of 
low-voltage poles and lines. The provincial fishery sector lost almost 

500 large and emall boats, 540 fishing barges and thousands of tons of nets. 


The damage to the people's houses and property was estimated at millions of 
dong.” 


At present the most urgent question facing Thanh Hoa is how to quickly recover 
from these losses and strongly develop agricultural production in order to 
solve the grain problem and stabilize the people's life. "After the 
occurrence of the four natural calamities, the Thanh Hoa provincial party 
committee's standing body met and drew forth the following conclusion: Though 
the losees were heavy and widespread and they will post problems in both the 
short and long terms, it is important to set forth three major orientations 
for solving the grain problem--a life-and-death problem facing everyone, every 
family and every establishment. The three major orientations set forth by the 
provincial party committee consist of mobilizing the entire provincial people 
to engage in production to achieve self-sufficiency; protecting, fully reaping 
and satisfactorily regulating the distribution of manioc; and practicing 
thrift in consumption to save goods for exchange for grain.” 


Nong Cong, a major rice area of the province, was the first district to carry 
out these guidelines. It was followed by other heavily stricken districts 
including Tinh Gia over which the typhoon's center has passed, and the two 

















coastal dietricta of Quang Avong and Trung Son, At present various districts 
in the province are intensively accelerating the cultivation of short-term 
winter crope to make up for the losses of the 1Othemonth rice. Ase of now 
the province has planted over 27,000 hectares of manioc. 


"The building and development of the socialist economy, which ie now concentrated 
on the front of resolving the grain problem, requires that the party organiza- 
tion and people of Thanh Hoa have a stronger revolutionary offensive apirit and 
a tirmer acientific knowledge of economic management. Only in this way will 

they be able to achieve the province's annual grain target of 700,000 tons. 

This ie the way for Thanh Hoa to etand fast in the face of any natural 

calamity." 
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AGRICULTURE 


HAL HUNG CROPS--As of 25 October the agricultural cooperatives in Hai Hung 
Province had reaped 23,608 hectares of early l0th-month rice and planted 
23,578 hectares of winter crops. The province has planted 1,142 hectares 
of geriic, 535 hectares of watermelons, 640 hectares of tomatoes and 


1,183 hectares of soybeans. (BKO21207 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
2300 GMT 31 Oct 80 BK) 


SONG BE FORESTRY DEVELOPMENT--After setting up two state forests in Dong Phu 
and Tan Uyen district, the forestry sector of Song Be Province is intensive- 
ly setting up another state forest in the border district of Loc Ninh. Since 
Liberation day, the province has exploited about 100,000 cubic meters of 
timber every year. The local forestry sector ie planning to build 14 state 
forests with each consisting of various forests covering from 1,000 to 

1,200 hectares. [Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 0400 GYT 2 Nov 80 BK) 


LONG AN GRAIN COLLECTION--As of late October Long An Province had collected 
more than 20,200 tons of paddy, fulfilling almost 41 percent of its grain 
collection quote for the summer-fall crop season. Generally speaking, the 
collection of grain in the province has been slow; and the province is now 
intensively stepping up work in an effort to fulfill the set quota of 
50,000 tons for the esummer-fall crop season. [Hanoi Domestic Service in 
Vietnamese 2300 GMT 31 Oct 80 BK) 


TIEN GIANG GRAIN COLLECTION--As of 27 October Tien Giang Province had collected 
25,409 tons of grain, fulfilling nearly 53 percent of its plan for the summer- 
fall crop season. To meet the grain collection quota set at 48,000 tons for 
the summer-fall crop season, the provincial people's committee has urged all 
sectors and echelons to actively assist the grassroots level in accelerating 
the collection of grain. [Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 0400 GHT 

2 Nov 80 BK) 


KIEN GLANG SUMMER-FALL RICE--As of 24 October Kien Giang Province had reaped 
the summer-fall rice on 26,600 hectares or 80 percent of the cultivated area, 
with an average per-hectare yield of more than 20 quintals. Also by the 

same date the province had collected more than 22,300 tons of paddy, ful- 
filling more than 50 percent of the grein collection quota for the summer~-fall 
crop season. (Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 2300 GMT 1 Nov 80 BK) 
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HAU GLANG GRAIN COLLECTION--On 26 and 27 October the production collectives and 
peasante in Hau Giang Province turned over 2,550 tons of paddy to the state. 
Since the beginning of the eummer-fall crop season, the province has collected 
fimont 40,000 tons of paddy, fulfilling 57 percent of the assigned quota. 
|tiunol Domestic Service in Vietnamese 2300 GMT 1 Nov 80 BK) 


DONG NAL SUMMER~FALL RICE~~-As of mid-October, Dong Nai Province had reaped 
14,300 hectares of summer-fall rice, fulfilling 82.25 percent of its 
cultivated area, The harvest was fully completed in Vinh Cuu, Long Khanh, 
Chau Thanh, Xuyen Moc, Long Dat and Thong Nhat districts, It was 99 percent 
completed in Bien Hoa town and Xuyen Loc district. [Hanoi Domestic Service 
in Vietnamese 1100 GMT 29 Oct 80 BK) 


LONG AN LOTH-MONTH RICE--By late October Long An Province had sown or trans- 
planted lOth-month rice on 107,000 hectares. Due to the presence of leaf 
rollers, production collectives and peasants in the affected localities are 
zoning off their rice areas so as to effectively eliminate these insects 

and prevent them from spreading to other areas. [Text] [Hanoi Domestic 
Service in Vietnamese 1100 GMT 30 Oct 80 BK) 


CUU LONG LOTH-MONTH RICE--As of 20 October, Cuu Long Province had planted 
173,000 hectares of l0th-month rice, overfulfilling its plan norm by 

8 percent. It ie still trying to plant 10,000 additional hectares, despite 
many difficulties in material and technical facilities. Tra Cu, Chau Thanh 
and Cau Ngang districts had overfulfilled their plan norms even though their 
planned ereas were rather large. [Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 

2300 GMT 29 Oct 80 BK) 





KEIN GIANG GRALN COLLECTION--As of 25 October, Kien Giang Province had collect- 
ed 66,000 tons of rice or 75 percent of its yearly plan. An Bien District 

took the lead with 5,200 tons of summer-fall rice or 62 percent of its yearly 
plan. However, in general, the grain collection task was not uniformly 
completed throughout the province because the system of purchases at agreed- 
upon prices was still emphasized while taxes and debts were slowly collected. 
[Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 0400 GMT 30 Oct 80 BK) 


LANG SON WINTER-SPRING CROPS--Lang Son Province is determined to plant some 
24,000 hectares of rice, corn, vegetables and short-term industrial crops 

in the 1980-81 winter-spring crop season. Corn alone will account for 

10,000 hectares. Cooperatives in the province have stepped up the production 
of fertilizer in preparation for the cultivation of these crops. [(BKO51157 
Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 1100 GMT 4 Nov 80 BK) 


LONG AN WINTER-SPRING RICE--Cooperatives, production collectives and peasants 
in Long An Province are striving to complete the cultivation of more than 
50,000 hectares of winter-spring rice in November as planned. By 30 October 
the province had sown or transplanted this rice on some 27,000 hectares, 
representing more than 50 percent of the planned norm. [Hanoi Domestic 
Service in Vietnamese 1100 GMT 2 Nov 80 BK) 
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KIEN GLANG GRAIN COLLECTION--As of 24 October Kien Giang Province had collected 
22,300 tone of paddy for the summer~fall crop season, fulfilling more than 

50 percent of the plan. At present the province is urging the various 
districts to step up grain collection work in an effort to bring in 60,000 tons 
of paddy for the summer-fall and early l10th-month rice seasons in November. 
[BKO60718 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 1100 GMT 5 Nov 80 BK) 


AN GLANG GRAIN COLLECTION--As of 1 November An Giang Province had collected 
more than 42,000 tons of grain for the summer-fall crop season, bringing the 
total amount procured since the beginning of the year to more than 163,000 tons 
or over 80 percent of the province's revised plan, Chau Duc City and Tri Ton 
District acored the highest results in grain collection by fulfilling 


82 to 90 percent of their quotas. [Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
1100 GMT 5 Nov 80 BK) 


HA NAM NINH WINTER CROPS-~-As of early November Ha Nam Ninh Province had 
planted only 15,000 hectares of winter crops, including 1,100 hectares 

of corn, 6,000 hectares of sweet potatoes and 800 hectares of potatoes, 
lugging behind the plan norms. To make up for the shortfalls of the corn 

and sweet potato areas the province is planning to cultivate potatoes in 
two-crop ricefields and urging cooperatives and cooperative members ' 

families to help one another obtain seed in an effort to grow potatoes on a 
total of 20,000 hectares in this winter crop season, [Excerpt] [|8KO91321 Hanoi 
Domestic Service in Vietnamese 2300 GMT 8 Nov 80 BK) 


THANH HOA RICE HARVEST--In spite of the devastation caused by natural calamities, 
the leading echelons and collective peasants in Thanh Hoa have striven to 

fully reap the remaining LOth-month rice crop in order to solve the grain 
difficulties in the short term and obtain seed for the next rice season. 

By the end of October the province had reaped more than 28,700 hectares of 

rice; and over 50 percent of this area hase been plowed and harrowed for 


cultivation of the winter crops. [Text] [Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
1100 GMT 7 Nov 80 BK] 


PHU KHANH CROPS--Cultivated on schedule and well cared for, this year's 

' gummer-fall rice crop of Phu Khanh Province was growing fairly well. By 

the end of October the province had basically finished reaping the rice 

crop. Along with fully reaping the remaining summer-fall rice and fulfilling 
their obligations to the state, the peasants of Phu Khanh are now actively 
planting the l0th-month rice and winter sweet potatoes. As of early November 
the province had sown the l10rh-month rice on almost 18,000 hectares, ful- 
filling 85 percent of the lan; and planted almost 1,500 hectares of 
winter sweet potatoes. [Text , (Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 1100 GMT 
7 Nov 80 BK] 








MEKONG DELTA BUMPER CROPS--Hanoi VNA 20 Oct--The Mekong Delta Province of 
An Giang hae harvested a bumper summer~-autumn rice crop with an output of 
211,00 tonnes [figure as printed), a 50-percent increase over last year. 
Previously winter-spring crop, it produced just over 294,000 tonnes of 
rice, exceeding the planned total by 7 percent. In these two crops, the 
rice yield was an all-time high: 3.72 tonnes, an increase of one tonne 
per hectare in the winter-sepring crop, over 2.5 tonnes, an increase of 
over 1 tonne per hectare in the summer-autumn crop over the last year. 

In irrigation, the province has so far this year removed some 30 million 
cubic metres of earth and built more pumping stations. The 41 electric 
pumping etations and the state-owned and private pumps available in the 
province have a total capacity of 800,000 cubic metres of water per hour. 
Several new pest resistant rice strains have replaced degenerating breeds. 
The acreage under good quality rice for export has been expanded. 

[Hanoi VNA in English 1527 GMT 20 Oct 80 OW) 
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HEALTH, EDUCATION AND WELFARE 


BRIEFS 


FOUNDING ANNIVERSARY COMMEMORATED--The Vietnamese History Institute [VHI), 
under the Vietnam Social Science Commission, recently held a solemn ceremony 
to mark ite 20th founding anniversary and receive the labor medal, first and 
second classes, that the SRV National Assembly and government awarded to the 
institute and the historical research magazine--the institute's theoretical 
and ecientific research organ--respectively. Among those present were 

Sen Gen Hoang Van Thai, member of the party Central Committee and vice 
minister of national defense; Comrade Bui Thanh Khiet, alternate member of 
the party Central Commitcee and head of the science and education department 
of the party Central Committee; and Prof Nguyen Khanh Toan, chairman of the 
Vietnam Social Science Commission, who addressed the participants. In his 
speech in which he praised the VHI's achievements, Sen Gen Hoang Van Thai 
stressed: over the past 20 years, the VHI has made many great contributions, 
with ite ecientific analyeie of our forefathere' military theories, to our 
country's historical research and the compilation of many valuable Vietnamese 
historical documents, including those dealing with our forefathers’ anti- 
aggression tradition. He hoped that the VHI will cooperate more closely 
with the National Defense Institute for Research on military theories in 
compiling more valuable documents and books reviewing the historical military 
experience and application of military science, such as the military ex- 
perience and military art and the military policy applied by our party and 
army during three ware of resistance against the French colonialists, the 
U.S. imperialists and the Chinese expansionist aggressors. [Excerpts] 
[OWO11723 Hamoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 1430 GMT 31 Oct 80) 
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PUBLICATIONS 


TABLE OF CONT NTS OF ‘INSTRUCTORS' REVIEW', JUL-AUG 80 

Hanoi TAP CHT GIANG VIEN (Instructors' Review | in Vietnamese No 4, Jul-Aug 80 p %& 

[Text | Thoroughly Understand the Party's Basic Viewpoints Toward ye and 

Resolving Problems in Distribution and Circulation (pp 1-16) 
(being esansiated) 


Some Thoughts on Improving Political Theory Education in the Party (pp 17-23 and ‘2) 
(Part 1 of article by Nguyen Hoang) (being translated) 


Study Guidance 


Some Experiences in Introducing the Lesson "The Party Struggles to Complete the 
National Democratic Revolution in the South (July 1954 to May 1975)" (pp 24-32) 


(Article by Nguyen My Tri of the Central High-Level In-Service Party School ) 


Some Economic and Economic Management Problems of Socialism (pp 33-43 and 52) 
(Continuation of unattributed article begun in issue No 6, 1979 of this 
journal ) 


Study and Research 


Collective Socialist Mastership -- a Theoretical Development of Our Party (pp 44-52) 
(Article by Pham Ngoc Uyen of the Nguyen Ai Quoc High-Level Party School) 


Readers’ Opinions 


The Mid-Level Theory Class in the High-Altitude Border Areas (p 53) 
(Article by Le Dinh Dien of the lai Chau Province Party School) 
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TABLE OF CONTENS OF ‘PEOPLE'S ARMY REVIEW', JUL 80 


~~ | TAP CHI QUAN DOI NHAN DAN [People's Army Review | in Vietnamese No 7, Jul 80 
p 50 


[Text | The Army's Rear Services Work in the Enterprise of Defending and Building 
the Homeland (pp 1-16) 
(Article by Lt. Gen. Bui Phung [BUIF PHUNGF]) (being translated) 


Defeat the Enemy's Psychological Warfare, Increase the Combat Strength of the 
Armed Forces (pp 17-24) 


(Article by Maj. Gen. Nguyen Nam Khanh [| NGUYEENX NAM KHANHS ]) 
(already translated) 


The Inspection Work and the Art of Leadership and Command (pp 25-30 and 36) 
(Article by Le Hien [LEE HIBEN]) (being translated) 


Building Up the Corps of Technical Troops and Personnel of the Armored Combat Arm 


(pp 25-30 ani 38) 
(Article by Col. Trinh Hoang Dinh [| TRINHJ HOANGF DINHX]) (being translated) 


Military Commentary 


Is a China-U.S.-Japan Military Alliance Taking Form? (pp 47-59) 
(Article by Quyet Thang (QUYEETS THAWNGS |) 


Research and Exchange of Experiences 


Developing, Training, and Managing the Ready Reserve Forces (pp 60-64) 
(Article by Col. Thong Son [THOONG SOWN |) (being translated ) 
The National Defense Factories Adopt Economic Accounting (pp 65-71) 


(article by Tran Duyen | TRAANF ZUYEEN |) 
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Our Nation's Military Tradition 


A Qontribution Toward Understanding Villages and National Defense (pp 72-79) 
(Artiole by Professor Tran Quoc Vuong ( TRAANF QuoocsS VUWOWNGJ |) 
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